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20-24 septembre 2021 

1. Introduction to the Congress  
 

Carles Torner (PEN Centenary Director): Welcome to the 87th PEN International Congress, the 

Centenary Congress! 

The Assembly of Delegates 2021 will be closing the first one hundred years of PEN and opening 

the doors wide to a new centenary. Sadly, we cannot meet in person, but we hope this digital 

congress will unite and inspire.  The Board has decided to have a 100+1 perspective, so that our 

centenary celebrations will continue forward until September 2022, when we will all be able to 

meet in person at the 88th Annual Congress in Uppsala, Sweden. 

The congress programme encourages delegates to explore some of the themes of our one hundred 

years of intellectual debate on freedom of expression and literature, campaigning for writers in 

prison, defending linguistic rights, promoting translation and addressing the struggles for the 

rights of women and minority writers.  

At the Opening Ceremony, we will launch PEN International. An Illustrated History, the PEN 

Centenary book, which will be published in nine languages (so far), with 320 full-colour and more 

than 500 pictures, letters, documents, posters, and maps in total —you can order the book in the 

‘Centenary Projects’ tab of this website. There, you will also find a link to visit our Archive 

Exhibition where over 90 Centres have contributed to sharing their stories (don’t miss it!). 

Three former Presidents, John Ralston Saul, Homero Aridjis and Per Wästberg will join our sitting 

President Jennifer Clement to address the Assembly with special messages.  In addition, we will 

hear from moving PEN testimonies, writers such as Ngugi Wa Thiong’o, Orhan Pamuk, Ma Thida, 

Boris Novak, and Svetlana Alexievich.  

We will be hosting a number of events, in each of PEN’s working languages —on the rights of 

writers from indigenous communities, and the identity debates around decolonisation. Also, we 

are honoured to share the first Annual Graeme Gibson Lecture organized by PEN Canada, with 

Omar El Akkad in conversation with Margaret Atwood about the Moral Power of Writing.  Salman 

Rushdie and Carolin Emcke will be in conversation exploring ‘Against Hate’ — and to end the 

week we will present a joint event with ICORN and Göteborg Book Fair, with a lecture given this 

year by Anne Applebaum in conversation with Sofi Oksanen on ‘Democracy and Disinformation’. 

(Please see our programme for all details and timings).  

This Congress is also significant as the Assembly will elect a new President. There will be a live 

debate on Tuesday 21st September hosted by Ola Larsmo, with the three candidates: Gioconda 

Belli, Burhan Sönmez, and Ben Okri. There will also be a chance for candidates to answer 

questions from the membership.  

As you all know, PEN faces many challenges.  We need to fundraise to meet the growing need to 

support writers across the world, who face threats such as the rise in hate speech and online 

harassment, censorship, and the repression of investigative journalism; targeted threats to 

writers reporting on the environment as well as the loss of privacy through surveillance. This is 

our landscape, and it is here, at this Congress, that the Board invites all delegates to reaffirm PEN’s 

commitment to the PEN Charter with its beautiful opening sentence: Literature knows no 

frontiers.  
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To all who have made this Congress possible, our members, patrons, supporters and dedicated 

staff, a big thank you! 

2. President's opening speech 
 

Jennifer Clement: Dear PEN Members, dear friends. 

It has been a true honour to serve PEN and its members, and to be a part of PEN’s Centenary 
milestone.  Over these past six years as President, I have been so moved to lead a grassroots 

movement that acts to create change.  From the very beginning of our history, we worked to free 

writers who were incarcerated, exiled and at risk.  Through our worldwide advocacy PEN 

protects freedom of expression and believes in the unique revolutionary value of literature in the 

transformation of individual lives and societies.   

Thanks to all our Centenary patrons, writer and publisher’s circle members, partners and 

supporters - as well as those who give their time, and especially thank you to Aline Davidoff 

Misrachi whose generous gift allowed us to both create a living archive on all of PEN’s centres and 

an illustrated book on our history. 

 I am filled with thanks to so many of you and I truly wish I could name everyone here.  

Over these past six years, Carles Torner has walked by my side. We have visited writers in jail and 

have also stood together in churches, synagogues, Buddhist temples, Mayan ceremonies, in the 

shadow of mosques, under trees and blue skies and have, every step of the way, worked to honour 

PEN’s mission. Together we have lived distress and sorrow, feeling so far away from Iran, the 

Kurds, Tibet, the Uyghurs peoples, PEN members in Nicaragua, Cuba, Eritrea, Afghanistan, 

Myanmar, Belarus, China and on and on and on.   But only true friendship offers a shared solitude 

and only true friends hold vigil over each other’s constant worry.  Thank you, Carles.    

Both times when I ran for President it was Ola Larsmo who presented me and his kind support 

and inspirational words have walked with me always.  

Alicia Quinones and I have worked together ever since I was President of PEN Mexico and I am 

grateful for her constant friendship and fierce loyalty to PEN’s ideals.   

Thank you also to John Ralston Saul, Per Wastberg, Joanne Leedom-Ackerman and Eric Lax for 

their constant council and help.   

I am also grateful to the PEN International Board and to our Executive Director Romana Cacchioli, 

whose leadership during this difficult time of the Covid-19 pandemic has been truly remarkable, 

and thank you also to the staff at the International PEN office in London.  To the centres around 

the world, I can add that it has been my privilege to work with all of you. 

Going forth into the next centenary of our organization, we can foresee that PEN will have to face 

the challenges of hate speech, often amplified by social media where propaganda and lies fester.  

We will need to address extreme surveillance, loss of privacy and the rise of self-censorship - an 

insidious and terrifying form of censorship.  We know also that the risks to writers and journalists 

who bravely cover the destruction of our planet will dramatically increase - as they have over the 

past ten years.  We need to respond to this moment where the earth is in peril.  Nature is also 

literature’s primary muse and the place of metaphor and solace. 
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As we look to the future, PEN will continue to have many challenges and, while we might all share 

the wish that there was no need for PEN in our world, we know that a world without PEN would 

be more hopeless, and even unbearable. As John Galsworthy, the first PEN president, said in his 

toast on the 5th of October 1921, one hundred years ago, ‘We writers are in some sort trustees 

for human nature, if we are narrow and prejudiced, we harm the human race. And the better we 

know each other […] the greater the chance of human happiness in a world not, as yet, too happy.’ 

When I think of my fellow PEN members and our constant wakefulness and care, I am always 

reminded of a line from the Quixote: 

We are by chance those kinds of knights who rest in danger. 

Thank you. 

JC 

3. Empty Chairs 
 

Innocent Bahati: Rwanda 
 
Innocent Bahati is a young, popular Rwandan poet known for his open and critical expression on 
social issues. He publishes his poetry on YouTube and Facebook and regularly performs at poetry 
events in Rwanda.  

Bahati has been missing since 07 February 2021 after he reportedly went for a dinner meeting 
with an unnamed person at a hotel in Nyanza district in the Southern Province of Rwanda. He had 
reportedly received a phone call from the person before the meeting.  

After Bahati failed to return to Kigali on the same day, after the meeting as expected, his friend, 
fellow poet and housemate tried to reach him on phone, but Bahati’s phones were off. After two 
days of trying to establish his whereabouts, the friend made a report to the Rwanda Investigations 
Bureau (RIB) whose spokesperson reportedly said that Bahati was not in the agency’s custody. 
The spokesperson further said that an investigation was ongoing, and that the agency would not 
reveal any information at the time. 

Friends and associates of Innocent Bahati believe that his disappearance is in relation to his 
critical poetry, particularly his recent poems: ‘Hunger’; ‘Poverty’; and ‘Long Regulations’ which 
point to the handling of the covid19 pandemic by the authorities and its impact on poor 
Rwandans.  

It is reported that close to the time of Bahati’s disappearance, a prominent pro-government 
individual had posted comments on Facebook linking Bahati to several critics of President Paul 
Kagame who have been targeted for repression by the Rwandan authorities because of their 
dissenting views.  

In 2017, Innocent Bahati had similarly disappeared after he made a poetic post on Facebook only 
to reappear in police custody several weeks later. Although he was not charged for any offense, 
he was sent to prison without trial and freed after 3 months following a court order.   

PEN is investigating what appears to be Innocent Bahati’s enforced disappearance and continues 
to urge the Rwandan authorities to ensure his safety and wellbeing. 

 
Cesario Padilla: Honduras 
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Cesario Alejandro Félix Padilla Figueroa, journalist, student leader, and board member of PEN 
Honduras, was convicted of ‘usurpation’ (‘usurpación’) and illegal detention of public property at 
the National Autonomous University of Honduras (UNAH) on 7 June 2017. The sentence was 
issued by a judge and recorded in an audio. It was not transcribed or delivered in a document to 
Padilla, which made it impossible for him to have access to justice and to appeal the sentence. 

The conviction was made in 2020, three years after the trial in which he was convicted for 
exercising the right to freedom of expression. The sentence includes three years in prison, forced 
labour while in prison, suspension of his rights and payment for alleged damages to the 
University. An appeal for cassation has been lodged, which has not been resolved. His trial has 
been halted several times and hearings have been postponed. 

Despite ongoing harassment and the sentence, Cesario has continued his work as a journalist and 
human rights defender. On 2 November 2020 he was arrested, beaten and assaulted for carrying 
out his work. On 23 July 2021, police officers intimidated him by hitting his home and requesting 
personal information. PEN International believes that Padilla Figueroa is being persecuted for 
exercising their right to freedom of expression. 

 
Rahile Dawut: Xinjiang/China 

Rahile Dawut is a renowned anthropologist and leading expert on the study of Uyghur folklore. 
An associate professor at Xinjiang University and founder of the university’s research centre on 
minority folklore, Rahile is recognised around the world for her peerless contributions to the 
study and cataloguing of Uyghur cultural heritage. 

In late 2017, Rahile disappeared shortly after she had made plans to travel from Xinjiang to 
Beijing for an academic conference. Rahile was then held in secret by the PRC government 
without any confirmation of her detention for over three years, despite international media 
attention and a campaign led by her daughter calling for her release. 

In July 2021, investigative reporting by Radio Free Asia’s Uyghur Service confirmed her 
imprisonment according to sources within Xinjiang University. 

Rahile’s imprisonment is emblematic of the Chinese government’s efforts to dislocate the Uyghur 
population from their cultural identity and heritage through overwhelming levels of censorship 
and repression. Since the establishment of Xinjiang’s expansive network of re-education camps 
in 2017, over a million Uyghurs and other minorities have been detained, including hundreds of 
writers, poets, translators, scholars and public intellectuals, who together represent the living 
embodiment of Uyghur culture. 

 
Roman Protasevich: Bélarus  
 
Raman Pratasievič [Roman Protasevich], blogger and former editor of the popular opposition 
Telegram channel NEXTA, was arbitrarily detained by the Belarusian authorities on 23 May 2021, 
after their Lithuania-bound flight was diverted and forced to land in Minsk over an alleged bomb 
threat. No bomb was found on board. Protasevich had been living in exile since 2019 out of fear 
for his safety. 

He is an outspoken critic of President Aliaksandr Lukašenka [Alexander Lukashenko], whose re-
election in August 2020 following flawed elections sparked mass protests have led to an 
unprecedented number of arrests, detentions and police beatings. Pratasievič has publicly 
‘confessed’ to their ‘crimes’, including inciting mass riots, and face up to 20 years in prison if 

https://www.freemymom.org/
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/uyghur/rahile-dawut-07132021175559.html
https://www.uyghuryar.org/en/2021/04/list-of-uyghur-intellectuals-imprisoned-in-china-from-2016-to-the-present
https://www.uyghuryar.org/en/2021/04/list-of-uyghur-intellectuals-imprisoned-in-china-from-2016-to-the-present
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convicted. PEN International calls for his immediate release, as well as the dropping of all charges 
against him. 

 
Ismail Alexandrani: Egypt 
 
Ismail Alexandrani is an award-winning writer, prominent investigative journalist, and socio-
political researcher best known for his work on militant groups in Sinai. He worked as a freelance 
journalist and a researcher with many research centres, including the Egyptian Center for 
Economic and Social Rights and the Arab Reform Initiative. 

Aleskandrani was arrested on 29 November 2015 at Hurghada Airport when returning from 
Berlin. Authorities seized his laptop, mobile phone, and personal belongings and later presented 
ther content as evidence against him. He was held in arbitrary pre-trial detention for over two 
years before being referred to military trial under the pretext of revealing military secrets.  

In May 2018, a military court sentenced him to ten years imprisonment over charges of ‘leaking 
military secretes’ and ‘membership of a terrorist group’. On 24 December 2018, an Egyptian 
military court upheld the 10-year prison sentence.   

PEN believes that his detention and conviction are linked to his writings and research, which 
challenges the government narrative about its counter-terrorism operations in Sinai. 
Alexandrani’s writings presented a deeper understanding of the situation in Sinai, the diversity 
of its population and highlighted the complex socio-economic interests of civilians and the 
military in this region. His work has been published in various regional and international media 
such as independent Lebananese newspapers al-Safir and al-Modon, and the U.S-based The 
Wilson Center. His series of articles for the Arab Studies Journal, Jadaliyya, provide a unique 
critical analysis of the political mobilisation in Egypt after 2011 and security in Sinai. 

Alexandrani was awarded the Visiting Arab Journalist Fellowship, Middle East Program, at 
Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars. He also won the Open Eye - Hany Darweesh 
Award for Exceptional Essay in 2014. In addition, he was a Global Winner in Youth Essay Contest 
on Democracy 2009 (World Youth Movement for Democracy) and the 2009 winner of the 
National Contest for Spreading Understanding and Mutual Respect of the Cairo Institute for 
Human Rights Studies.  

4. In Memoriam  
 

Abdullah Atefi (killed 4 August 2021) – PEN Afghanistan 

A member of Afghanistan PEN since 2008, lived as a poet and historian who had published a book 

charting the history of Pashto literature and culture and whose writing was regularly featured in 

regional publications. Despite having graduated with master’s degrees in both economics and 

engineering, Atefi established himself as a committed writer of Pashto history, and he reportedly 

had completed several works that remain unpublished due to financial difficulties. Atefi made a 

living cultivating his land and teaching literature at a local secondary school. On the night of 4 

August 2021, he was taken from his home in the Uruzgan province’s Chora District and reportedly 

killed on the street by Taliban gunmen. 

Abdullah Walwaleji (died 28 August 2021) – PEN Afghanistan 

https://www.assafir.com/ViewAuthor.aspx?AuthorID=694&ArticleID347644
https://www.almodon.com/auther/2014/7/2/إسماعيل-الإسكندراني
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/person/ismail-alexandrani
https://www.jadaliyya.com/Author/4645
https://www.jadaliyya.com/AboutUs
https://www.jadaliyya.com/Details/28019/دروس-في-تحرير-الخيال-وتعبئة-الحشود-الزئبقية
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/person/ismail-alexandrani
https://english.ahram.org.eg/OlympicsNews/172139.aspx
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Former president of Afghan PEN Board, died in Kabul. He had several published books and 

articles in Persian and Uzbek languages. Some of his works were translated and published in 

Norway. 

Yama Siawash (killed 7 November 2020) – PEN Afghanistan 

Former news presenter and PEN member, who was killed on 7 November in a blast caused by an 

explosive attached to his car on 7 November 2020.Siawash had a bachelor's degree in law and 

political science. He spent almost a decade working as a journalist in Afghanistan and was one of 

Tolo TV's most prominent presenters before starting work as a public relations adviser for the 

Central Bank of Afghanistan.  

Dawa Khan Menapal (killed 6 August 2021) – PEN Afghanistan 

A former journalist and presidential spokesperson, at the time of his death Menapal was working 

as the head of the Afghan government’s Media and Information Center, where he sought to build 

relations between the government and the country’s journalist community. Menapal was also a 

high-profile critic of the Taliban who used his position to promote media pluralism and counter 

the militant group’s propaganda. On 6 August 2021, Dawa Khan Menapal was killed by Taliban 

gunmen after he left work to attend Friday prayers. The day before his death, Menapal spoke out 

against the killing of poet and fellow Afghanistan PEN member, Abdullah Atefi. 

Christine Barkhuizen le Roux (1959–2020) – PEN Afrikaans 

A celebrated poet, writer and a loyal member of PEN Afrikaans. She was also a gifted translator 

from Dutch into Afrikaans. A member of PEN Afrikaans since 2012. 

Margot Luyt (1947–2021) – PEN Afrikaans 

A veteran radio broadcaster. Presented and produced literary programmes, including radio 

dramas, for national radio station, RSG. Awarded honorary membership of PEN Afrikaans in 2016 

for her enduring contribution to the promotion of Afrikaans literature and writers on and off the 

airwaves. 

Aleś Razanaŭ (1947-2021) – Belarusian PEN 

One of the founders of the Belarusian PEN Center.  

In 1989 he was elected vice-president of the Belarusian PEN Center. Died on August 26, 2021. 

Uladzimir Papkovič (1935–2021) – Belarusian PEN 

Poet, translator from the German language. Author of 9 collections of poetry. He translated 

Friedrich Schiller, Erich Maria Remarque, Thomas Man, Ruth Kraft into Belarusian, as well as 

poems by German romantics. He translated the book by David Simanovich into German “Witebsk. 

Chagall. Liebe”. Winner of the award” Suzor'e muz " named after Uladzimir Karatkevich. 

Uladzimir lived in Vitebsk, helped strengthen international cultural contacts, accompanied 

Vitebsk delegations of writers, journalists, artists to Germany. 

Uladzimir Siŭčykaŭ (1958–2021) – Belarusian PEN 

Uladzimir was novelist, translator from the Georgian language, publisher, artist. Since the 80s of 

the 20th century, he was a member of the cultural resistance against the totalitarian system of 

the USSR, a member of the Society of Young Writers “Tuteishya” – an independent association of 

nonconformist writers, created in 1986 to “protect their rights, their views and beliefs”. He has 
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been publishing since 1982. Author of books of short stories and plays. He participated in the 

events of the Belarusian PEN Center, in the intellectual book festival “Pradmova”. In 2020, he took 

an active part in peaceful protests against rigged elections and violence. Died on June 21, 2021, 

from the effects of coronavirus. 

Zvonimir Radeljković (1943–2021) – PEN Bosnia & Herzegovina 

was one of the founders of the PEN Centre of B&H and one of its presidents. He was an esteemed 

professor, Anglicist, translator, essayist, literary critic and literary historian. Through his 

scientific work he contributed to the topic of American and English literature and cultural history.  

Ljubica Ostojić (1945–2021) – PEN Bosnia & Herzegovina 

was one of the most prominent playwrights, theatrologists and writers in B&H. She wrote, 

dramatized and adapted numerous plays for contemporary theater. She also wrote radio dramas, 

TV dramas and screenplays, reviews and essays. Her poetry, prose, criticism and radio dramas 

have been translated into many languages.  

Juraj Martinović (1936-2021) – PEN Bosnia & Herzegovina 

was one of the founders of the PEN Centre of B&H, the mayor of Sarajevo during 1989 and 1990, 

an academic, literary historian, translator, essayist, and journalist. His scientific work was focused 

on contemporary Slavic literature, as well as the comparative study of South Slavic literature.  

Angel Cuadra (1931–2021) – founder of PEN Cuba in Exile 

Honorary member and founder of the PEN Center for Cuban Writers in Exile, he supported an 

association for political prisoners and was a columnist for Diario Las Américas. An actor and 

founder of the El Renuevo cultural movement. Poet with a solid work. His books include “Step” 

(1959), “Impromptus” (1977), “Poems in correspondence” (1979), “That sadness that floods us” 

(1985), “Fantasy for Friday” (1985), “The signs and dreams” (1988), “Violent Requiem by Juan 

Palach” (1989), “The inevitable voice” (1994) and “Ten hidden sonnets” (2000), among others. In 

prison he continued to encourage patriotism and culture. The Swedish PEN took him in as a 

prisoner of conscience. After leaving prison and Cuba, he settled in Miami where he served as a 

professor at Miami Dade College and worked as coordinator of Hispanic authors at the Miami 

International Book Fair for several years. 

Nawal El-Saadawi (1931–2021) – PEN Egypt 

Prolific writer who has published over 50 books and achieved international recognition for her 

radical views. Her writings varied between intellectual studies, politics, religion, gender issues 

and fiction. She is considered as a symbol and icon of the feminist struggle for equality, liberating 

women economically, socially, psychologically, and physically, not just in Egypt and the Arab 

world but across the planet. She was also awarded several honorary degrees from international 

universities and is considered one of the most widely translated contemporary writers. 

Val Warner (1946–2020) – English PEN 

Poet and translator Val Warner was an English PEN member for three decades, after joining the 

organisation in 1990. Val was a hugely dedicated and valued member of English PEN’s Writers in 

Prison Committee, who actively supported countless writers at risk around the world and led on 

letter-writing campaigns for writers in Cuba, Iran and elsewhere.   

Jonathan Fryer (1950–2021) – English PEN 
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Writer and activist Jonathan Fryer was an English PEN member from 1978 until his death in 2021. 

A thoughtful and generous member of English PEN’s Writers in Prison Committee, Jonathan will 

be greatly missed by all those who worked alongside him.   

Jeremy Trafford ( – 2020) – English PEN 

Writer, publisher and teacher Jeremy Trafford was an English PEN member between 1991 and 

his death in 2020. Jeremy was a regular attendee at PEN events, and encouraged others in their 

writing, including through an active writing group which he ran from his flat in London.  

Anthony Bailey (1933–2020) – English PEN 

Writer and art historian Anthony Bailey was an English PEN member from 1986 until his death 

in 2020. 

Agnes Szudek ( – 2021) – English PEN 

Children’s author Agnes Szudek was an English PEN member for 35 years, between 1986 and 

2021. 

Jill Blake ( – 2019) – English PEN 

Jill Blake was an English PEN member from 1993 to her death in 2019. 

Aaron Berhane (1969-2021) – PEN Eritrea  

A freedom fighter, editor-in-chief of Eritrea’s first free newspaper “SETIT”. Exiled in 2001 to 

continue as human rights activist while teaching at George Brown College in Canada. Member of 

Pen Eritrea since 2014. 

Tesfagiorgis Habte (1972-2021) – PEN Eritrea  

A freedom fighter, teacher, and writer. Jailed by the government for 4 years. Exiled in 2018 to 

Uganda. Lived in Sweden and wrote “Bahgi” a novel in Tigrinya and English. Member of PEN 

Eritrea since 2018. 

Winston Kofi Gameli Dawson (August 13, 2021) – Ghanaian PEN 

Mr Dawson was a founding member of the Ghanaian Centre and served as an Executive 

Committee Member until 2009. He was part of the team which toured the country in 1998 and 

2000 under the Centre’s Regional Seminars programme in preparation for the 2000 presidential 

and parliamentary elections. Kofi also travelled extensively as part of the Centre’s team for the 

establishment of the early PEN Youth Clubs. Kofi was a great and popular Ghanaian Artist with 

international exposure. 

Santos García (1967–2021) – PEN Guatemala 

Mayan Popti' storyteller and poet, intercultural bilingual educator, member of Centro PEN 

Guatemala. He dedicated a large part of his life to education in, as well as to the dissemination of 

children's and young people's literature. He wrote the poetry collections Raíces de Esperanza, 

Voces en el Silencio, La Voz del Q'anil, among others. His novel Huellas Memorables was published 

in Braille in 2019. His short stories were published in different anthologies in Huehuetenango, 

Guatemala.  

Li Liqun (Date of Death: 23 July 2021) – Independent Chinese PEN  
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Writer, political commentator and public intellectual. In 2008 he began publishing his writing on 

Chinese-language news sites including Boxun, Phoenix and Sohu. He became one of the most 

widely read authors on those platforms, and from 2009 Boxun recognised Li as one of China’s top 

100 public intellectuals for three years in a row. Member of ICPC from 2012, which continued to 

feature his writings on the ICPC website and shared hundreds of his blog posts on the Centre’s 

Membership Collections page. He felt he had no choice but to take his own life due to the 

unrelenting persecution he suffered at the hands of the PRC government. 

Nancy Phiri (1957–2021) – PEN Malawi 

Nancy Phiri was a member of PEN Malawi since 2002 where she also served as Treasurer. She 

was a delegate at the 2013 PEN Congress in Reykjavik, Iceland and was part of the PEN Malawi 

team during PEN International’s civil society programme training for Africa Centres held in 

Blantyre in 2017. She was a talented storyteller and performer. She turned some of her oral works 

into a written series in partnership the Malawi National Library where she worked. She played a 

lead role in the Early Grade Reading Activity book development project by the national library. 

She performed and discussed her works at the Malawi and Blantyre book festivals, on radio and 

television and at events of the Malawi Writers Union.   

Subarna Ram Joshi (Date of Death: 25 June 2021) – PEN Nepal  

Executive member of PEN Nepali, Mr. Subarna Ram Joshi was a poet and banknote and coin 

collector. He has published two books of poems and one book of Japanese Haikus. He used to write 

both in Nepali and English. 

Komal Chitrakar (Date of Death: 31 May 2021) – PEN Nepal 

translator and senior CA, was a member of PEN Nepal and a senior Chartered Accountant in Nepal. 

Equipped with Chinese, Spanish, French and English language (both spoken and written) along 

with Nepali and English, he was engaged in translation of foreign writers' work into Nepali. He 

translated a book of famous German writer Bertolt Brecht ”The Good Person of Szechwan” into 

Nepali and published. 

Miquèl Decòr (1949–2021) – PEN Occitan  

One of the main poets of the Occitan language, whose verses set to music by several singers had 

become very famous, in particular the one who proposed “to make carnival the national 

language”. His whole life has been devoted to defending, illustrating, and teaching the language 

of Occitan and we owe him a dozen collections of poetry and short stories. 

From 2007 he was very active in reviving the Occitan PEN Center, notably organizing two regional 

PEN meetings in Narbonne with the Occitan, French, Slovenian, Portuguese, Catalan and Romand 

PENs, around the theme of literature and Peace in the Mediterranean basin. He has participated 

regularly and very actively in the meetings of the PEN Peace Committee in Bled (Slovenia) for the 

past 15 years. 

Augusto Casola (1944–2021)– PEN Paraguay  

Narrator, poet, essayist and teacher. He is a civil engineer and has worked as a consultant, 

structural calculator, works manager, and environmental advisor. He was a member of the PEN 

Club of Paraguay, an entity in which he held the positions of Treasurer, Secretary General and 

President (2001/2007) and is also a founding member of the Sociedad de Escritores del Paraguay 

(SEP). He obtained various awards such as the 2001 Roque Gaona Award, 1st. 1992 University 
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Cooperative Contest Award, 1st. Prize of the Contest of the Club Centenario 1994 and 2007, 1st. 

PEN Club de Paraguay and Paraguayan Chamber of the Book contest award and the 2014 

Municipal Literature Award, as well as various mentions in contests such as those of the 

University Cooperative and others. 

Juan David Hernández (1951–2021) – PEN Puerto Rico 

Historian, writer, essayist, professor, columnist of the newspaper La Semana de Caguas; in his 

youth was a musician. Author of “Nuevas fuentes para la historia de Caguas”. He founded the 

Taller de Investigaciones Históricas de Caguas, organization dedicated to the historic research, 

specially of the city of Caguas, his birthplace. Juan David showed a great commitment to PEN 

Puerto Rico as a jury of the literary contest, member of our organization, and most recently as 

secretary of the board of directors. 

Mikhail Zhvanetsky (1934–2020) – Russian PEN 

Very popular writer-satirist, author of acute satirical sketches. He recited his witty writings from 

the stage and was a People's Artist of Russia and Ukraine. 

Valentin Kurbatov (1939–2021) – Russian PEN 

A famous writer and theorist of literature, winner of the State Prize of the Russian Federation for 

his contribution to the preservation and development of traditions of Russian literature. 

Rezo Gabriadze (1936–2021) – Russian PEN 

Georgian theatre and film director, screenwriter, sculptor, artist, and writer. 

Yasen Zasursky (1929–2021) – Russian PEN 

Literary scholar, professor, Dean of the Faculty of Journalism, then President of the Faculty of 

Journalism at Moscow State University, Honoured Journalist of the Russian Federation. 

Natalina “Nini” Eckert-Moretti (1919–2021) – Swiss Italian and Reto-Romansh PEN 

The eldest daughter of Quirico Moretti and Elisa Pagani, after the premature death of her father, 

she grew up with her mother, aunts, and sisters in an all-female family, breathing a climate 

favourable to women's civic equality from an early age. A teacher by training, after her marriage 

she moved to French-speaking Switzerland where she was able to exercise her right to vote at a 

cantonal level. An early widow, she returned to Ticino and supported the cause of women's 

suffrage. Having obtained political rights, her sister Alice was among the first women elected to 

the Grand Council, the cantonal Parliament. 

Gabriella Valera Gruber (1946–2020) – PEN Trieste  

a Professor of History at the University of Trieste, has passed away in February. Her creature, the 

International Poetry Competition “Castle of Duino” will celebrate this year its 17th anniversary. 

Her commitment in favour of young poets all over the world is unforgettable. 

Ahmet Oral (1937–2021) – PEN Turkey  

Architect, author. He studied architecture in London. Though not a formal member, Ahmet Oral 

was an ardent supporter of PEN. Zeynep Oral, President of PEN Turkey, and Ahmet Oral had been 

married for 54 years. 

Yıldız Ecevit (1946–2021) – PEN Turkey 
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Critic, professor of German Literature, novelist. She focused on Avant Garde Literature, also giving 

lessons on 20th Century novels from around the world. Ecevit's critical works on postmodern 

Turkish literature, especially those focusing on Oğuz Atay. Her novel “Cosmic Comedy” deserves 

international recognition. 

Suca Dündar (1948–2021) – PEN Turkey 

Poet, economist. Born in Ardahan, he grew up in Kars, eastern Turkey. He went to university in 

Istanbul, where he worked at a public institute. Dündar’s books were published by the leading 

poetry publishing house: Artshop. He was married to Zeynep Aliye – author, treasurer of PEN 

Turkey. 

Emin Karaca (1949–2021) – PEN Turkey 

Literary, social and political historian, columnist, biographist. He had been expelled from high 

school because of reading left-wing books. An award-winning journalist and historian, Karaca 

usually focused on the lives of Turkish and Kurdish Marxist intellectuals. 

Yaldaz Azamatov (1947–2021) – Uyghur PEN 

One of the highest journalist Laureates from the Kazakhstan journalist association. He is a well-

known Uyghur writer, journalist, publisher, and educator from Kazakhstan. From 1966 to 1971 

he studied at Mokov University in the Soviet Union. From 1972 to 1987, he worked as a journalist 

in Kazakhstan during the Soviet era. From 1987 to 2012, he was a reporter and editor for the 

“Uyghur Avazi” Uyghur Voice. 

Katja BEHRENS (1942-2021) 

Author and translator, visiting professor at Washington University in St Louis and Dartmouth 

College, Vice President and WiP Officer at German PEN from 2007 to 2009. 

Literary focus: Jewish culture in Germany. 

Deceased in Darmstadt on 6 March 2021. 

Günter de BRUYN (1926-2020) 

Author, member of the presidency of East German PEN from 1972 to 1982. 

Literary focus: realistic novels about life in former GDR. 

Deceased in Görsdorf on 4 October 2020. 

Jutta HEINRICH (1937-2021) 

One of Germany’s eminent feminist writers. Her novel Das Geschlecht der Gedanken (The Gender 

of Thoughts) played a pioneering role in contemporary German feminism. 

Deceased in Hamburg on 21 July 2021. 

Walter KAUFMANN (1924-2021) 

German-Australian writer of Jewish origin. Victim of Nazi persecution, he fled to England and was 

deported to Australia in 1940. Secretary General of East German PEN from 1980 to 1993. 

Literary focus: Socialistic realistic stories, namely of Australian trade unionists and Aborigines. 

Deceased in Berlin on 15 April 2021. 

 

Hans KÜNG (1928-2021) 
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Swiss Catholic priest, theologian and author. After his rejection of the doctrine of papal infallibility 

(Infallible? An inquiry), his license to teach was revoked. Founder and President of the 

Foundation for a Global Ethic. 

Deceased in Tübingen on 6 April 2021. 

SAID (1947-2021) 

Born in Tehran, SAID studied political science in Munich. His commitment for democratic reforms 

hindered him from returning to Iran. President of PEN Germany from 2000 to 2002. 

Literary focus: exile and poetry. 

Deceased in Großhadern on 15 May 2021. 

5. Official procedures  

 
Presented on the Congress website: https://pencongress.org/  

6. President’s Report 
 

Jennifer Clement: To start I would like to recognize the extraordinary work and leadership of 
Romana Cacchioli, PEN International’s Executive Director, who has headed PEN during one of its 
most difficult times ever.  She has acted with a steadfast hand, passion for the mission and grace.  

At the end of our first digital congress last year where we welcomed PEN’s first indigenous 
literature centre in Chiapas Mexico, we still were filled with hope that we would be able to 
celebrate our 100-year anniversary at Oxford and in person.  As the end of 2020 drew to a close, 
it became clear that we could not plan the congress at Oxford University and cancelled all these 
plans. In any event, we continued forth with our centenary projects which include the very first 
archive containing the history of all our PEN centres as well as a book on the history of PEN in 
nine languages including Tibetan.  

The pandemic has forced PEN to also become a digital organization and this will be further 
developed in the years to come. Although in person meetings are always preferred, the use of 
digital communication has been truly moving as events such as meeting of worldwide PEN 
members with the Kurdish writers in Iraq, Iran and Turkey, for example, had never been possible 
before. There is no doubt that with digital communication, PEN has been strengthened and 
stronger networks among regions have been established. 

In these past 12 months PEN has also faced fundraising difficulties as the events and programmes 
we’d planned were cancelled and, as most charities around the globe, we have been affected by 
the new challenges brought on by the Covid-19 pandemic.  Our offices in London are still closed 
and, due to all these circumstances, the staff were moved to working a four-day week. We are also 
facing the fact that PEN’s mission to protect freedom of expression and celebrate literature has 
grown rapidly in the past twenty years or so, but it has been challenged to meet the rise of new 
PEN Centres globally.  The organisation needs financial assistance to support a staff large enough 
to handle the massive amount of work on the ground in every region, in every country.  PEN’s 
financial stress is a reflection of its increasing global reach. The international case list of writers 
persecuted or prosecuted is growing on a yearly basis, however at present PEN can afford only 
one researcher for each region of the world. I urge all to read our 2020 Case List. 2020 was an 
extraordinary year in which the global COVID-19 pandemic brought much of the world to a halt - 
with horrific death tolls and lives blighted by loss, disease and enforced isolation. The PEN 

https://pencongress.org/
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International 2020 Case List records the challenges presented to writers and those who use the 
written word to express themselves in their attempts to speak out under the most difficult of 
circumstances.  

Freedom of expression and factual news reporting are under threat from dictators and would-be 
autocrats all over our globe. To make a list here feels as if I’d have to list almost the whole world! 
The recent events in Myanmar, Belarus, Nicaragua, Cuba, Iran, and Palestine have been 
particularly difficult. The repression of Uighur culture and literature, and the incredible numbers 
of academics, journalists and poets detained in camps, have been a major concern for the PEN 
community in the past year, and the international secretariat has made a priority of campaigning 
for all these writers who are victims of the systematic policies of annihilation of linguistic, cultural 
and religious diversity in China. 

We experienced a day of justice when, after four years, Jordi Cuixart and Jordi Sànchez were 
pardoned and left prison.  This happened only a few days after PEN International, Amnesty 
International, and other fellow organizations, in line with recommendations of the United Nations 
Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, made a formal and public announcement to take the case 
of these men before the European Court of Human Rights in Strasburg. 

Of the regional meetings, the strengthening of the Latin American centres has been noteworthy.  
In July a regional meeting was held with the Participation of Elena Poniatowska (PEN Vice 
President) and Sergio Ramirez along with 18 centres present, 2 aspiring centres and a total of 70 
PEN members and where the accomplishments in the region were outlined.  Here is a part of my 
speech, which outlines this work:   

When I was elected as President of PEN, I spoke with Carles Torner, as Director of PEN International, 
about our shared desire to strengthen Centres in Latin America. Very soon, Alicia Quiñones, who had 
already worked with me at PEN Mexico, joined us in this area of work. As a result of this, after my 
election in Quebec, my first trip as President was to Chile in 2016, where I had the moving experience 
of witnessing a partnership established between Chile and Guatemala. 

After this, Carles, Alicia, and Cioconda Bello undertook a project in Venezuela, which was fairly under 
wraps, and very symbolic, where they revived the Centre and created an important report on the loss 
of freedom of expression and democracy in Venezuela, and established long-lasting ties to 
Venezuelan civil society. This was followed by a regional gathering of PEN Centres from all over 
Latin America in Buenos Aires, with fifteen Centres present. Next, an unprecedented meeting took 
place in San Cristóbal de las Casas where PEN called for “Writing the Future in Indigenous 
Languages”, with the establishment of the first Centre for indigenous languages in the history of 
PEN: PEN Chiapas Pluricultural. UNESCO published a book about this historical encounter. 

A little later, Alicia travelled to Ecuador and Bolivia, as well as visiting the PEN Guadalajara Centre. 
The welcome from our Assembly of Delegates to the Ecuadorian Centre has been truly wonderful, 
and we are celebrating the creation of PEN Quechua in Bolivia, in addition to a Centre in El Salvador, 
both of which will join PEN in our Centenary year.  

Alongside these goings on, we have closely followed the terrible events in Nicaragua, Cuba, and Haiti, 
and I would like to highlight the remarkable support that PEN San Miguel has given to PEN 
Nicaragua. 

In terms of our work to help and clarify the situation of women writers, this year we have received 
support from UNESCO from a programme in Mexico, Honduras, Ecuador, Nicaragua, and 
Guatemala, to analyse the presence of women writers in editorials, reviews, and literary awards, and 
to use this study to determine strategies which combat the marginalisation of women writers. 

Sadly, we have also had to suspend the PEN Mexico Centre due to irregular elections. However, we 
are hopeful that this can be resolved in the not-too-distant future. 
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The Day of The Dead, which started as a commemorative day in Mexican Centres for Mexican 
journalists, is becoming an important day for PEN, and even Centres outside the region, such as those 
in England, Canada, Croatia, and Denmark, who have come together and joined in our mourning for 
murdered writers and journalists with altars and symbolic events. 

I also cannot fail to mention that, in Manila two years ago, PEN voted for two Latin American women 
as Vice Presidents, Luisa Valenzuela from Argentina, and Elena Poniatowska from Mexico. 

Over more than this past year, PEN has been in discussions with Moomin Ltd., a company that 
shares our ideals, in order to create a partnership. I’m very happy to announce that, for the first 
time, PEN will has an online shop where, thanks to the unprecedented support of Moomin Ltd,  all 
proceeds from sales will go to PEN.  

I was part of the team of six writers, two editors and twenty/two researchers who wrote the book 
PEN International. An illustrated history. We opened the book with 15 quotes by great writers, 
from the founding of PEN until this centenary year. The book opens with a quote by  Paul Valéry. 
What is PEN, what has PEN been for a hundred years? «Un miracle d’amour.» 

7. International Secretary’s Report  
 

Kätlin Kaldmaa: Welcome to the 87th Congress of PEN International!  

Another year of remote working and networking is behind us. The best thing about this digital 

year of PEN is that all of us have become experts of digital working and our four Committees have 

been going strong with meetings throughout the year and workgroups in place. Women Writers 

Committee has successfully launched the PEN/VIDA count, Writers for Peace Committee – hand 

in hand with Finnish PEN – has published Hate Speech Tool Kit, Translation and Language Rights 

Committee now has the board of its own and Writers in Prison Committee will have a new Chair 

– Ma Thida from Myanmar PEN. I hope everyone agrees when I say that increased digital 

communication and tirelessly working world wide networks of PEN International are the positive 

side of Covid-19.  

The negative side of Covid-19 is the deteriorating situation of freedom of expression in many 

countries. Sometimes, under the cover of the pandemics the restrictions are introduced, and 
sometimes it is the slow fire burning under ashes that explodes like volcano. In Myanmar the 

conflict is still going strong and our colleagues are under constant threat. In Belarus nothing has 

improved since we met a year ago – in fact, the Belarus PEN centre along with other NGOs has 

been shut down by Lukashenko regime. In Russia, the independent media is shut down under the 

false pretenses of being foreign agents. What’s happening in Afganistan is the biggest disaster of 

the 21st century so far and a whole network of PEN centres are doing everything they can to help 

our colleagues. It is alarming to witness the ease with which governments/dictatorships silence 

the voices of citizens, the voices of writers.  

This year we will be voting on two new PEN centres – PEN Malta and PEN Quechua Bolivia. 

Working with these two exemplary organising commitees and meeting our colleagues has been 

an extraordinary pleasure. Both centres have been moving forward with steady pace and I 

personally cannot wait to officially welcome them as full members PEN International.  

As for all NGOs, these twelve months of our Centenary year have not been easy for PEN 

International. Difficulties with fundraising have meant that this summer we have had to cut 
working hours for staff members. Our fund raising committee and board members are all working 
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hard establishing new prospects and writing applications. All of us are witnesses that the global 

work of PEN International is increasing, during the difficult time of conflicts like now it is 

increasing by the hour.  

Dear friends! To celebrate this 100th year of PEN International, please join me in in thanking the 

hardworking members of PEN International staff and directors. Romana Cacchioli and Emmanuel 

Asamoah have done incredible job by leading our ship through the stormy seas of the global 

pandemics, staff members are working long hours to ensure safety for our colleagues. I also want 

to thank board members and PEN members all over the globe.  

Now we know what 100 years feels like. One thing is certain – there is no slowing down for PEN 

International. The opposite is true – we keep growing, we keep establishing new centres, we keep 

protecting writers at risk and we feed the burning flames of literature worldwide. The next 

Centenary of PEN is about to begin, and we’re all proud to be part of that journey.  

Sometimes I think whether Catherine Amy Dawson Scott ever dreamt that PEN, the writers’ 

dinner club, would one day be the leading force of freedom of expression with 150 centres spread 

between continents. It is an honour to follow in her footsteps. I wish you many more centuries, 

PEN! How to get there? Bird by bird, writer by writer, year by year.  

8. Board Report 
 

Ola Larsmo: Dear friends everywhere, 

The Covid Pandemic has laid its cold hand over PEN this year as well.  It was with great sadness 

that the board made the decision that the 2021 congress, our centennial, had to be celebrated in 

digital form. This also meant that many of the preparations made for our meeting in Oxford had 

to be canceled. This does not mean, however, that the work outlining the future of the 

organization has been put aside. On the contrary, the board has been working with questions to 

be discussed when we finally will be able to meet in Uppsala, Sweden in 2022. 

The future questions are of utmost importance. PEN is celebrating its first century, but we should 

be looking at year 101 and where we go from here. This is why we present some key areas that 

we should use this year between the 2021 digital congress and the 2022 “live” one to discuss. 

What is the work we will take on during our second century? The need for PEN has never been 

greater.  

During the last year the board has met digitally on a regular basis. As I reported last year, we 

undertook a reorganization of the board work in 2020, along guidelines recommended by the 

organization consultant George Gawlinski, who on a number of previous occasions has assisted 

PEN. Carles Torner has focused on the new challenges of celebrating the PEN centenary digitally, 

working on the future issues to be presented to the assembly, as well as the documentation of 

PEN history that has taken the shape of the book about the first hundred years of PEN history and 

the online archive. Romana Cacchioli has stepped in as executive director. And the board 

organized itself into four committees; apart from the already existing finance sub committee we 

also created one for future questions; one focusing on the needs of the staff and office during covid 

times; the fourth committee to focus on the centenary itself. The result of the work is, among other 

things, the presentation of the future topics to discuss. To give the president time to concentrate 

on outreach and fundraising questions, the board also created the position of “chair of the board”, 

elected by the members of the board, to lead the meetings and take part of the work of the 
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executive committee, that is made up by president, international secretary and treasurer and now 

chair. This new way of organizing the board work has worked out well and will be evaluated by 

the board elected at the 2021 congress, to see whether it should be made permanent or not. 

This is organizational stuff. We all also know that these are hard times; democracy itself is being 

rolled back in many countries and regions, and freedom of speech is under enormous pressure, 

which puts a great strain on all our centers and on the staff at the London office. And at the same 

time the Covid Pandemic has put PEN (and all similar NGOs and non-profit organizations) under 

enormous economic pressure. This has led to a situation where fundraising has been a strong 

priority and much work has been put into filling holes in our economy. This has also affected the 

work at the London office which during the summer and fall has been working on a four-day week 

schedule. Much work is being done to create economic stability, and the lifting of the Pandemic 

restrictions in the next moths will give us new opportunities. 

Finally, I would like to underline that we are standing on the threshold of a new chapter in PEN 

history. The work that has been made in recording PEN activities during the last 100 years remind 

us of what we have achieved. Through world war II and the cold war and up to today PEN has 

grown into a global organization and the only worldwide literary community. Our resources 

when it comes to experience, language skills and international connections are truly staggering. 

Let us use these assets to make PEN even stronger in year 101. Because the world needs us. 

Ola Larsmo 

Acting chair of the board 2020-2021 

9. Treasurer’s Report  
 

Hello. I look forward to our being together next year in Uppsala so that I can present this report 
in person and immediately answer any questions you have. As it is this year, we will try to do 
everything by email after the congress. At the end of my report, you will see a card with the 
address for questions. I promise to answer within a day of receiving what you send. 
 
Slide 2: 
Let’s start with the headlines and then I can go into greater detail. There was no significant change 
in our income compared to 2019 — it was about £1.6 million. In mid-year, because of COVID, we 
had to recast our financial plan to meet the realities of Covid-19 and by year’s end, however, we 
have exceeded our expectations. It was great work done by our Board, the Finance Committee 
and our finance team. In the spring, we had a clean bill of health from the auditors, who as you 
will see later, actually, complimented us on our thoroughness. We were declared a going concern, 
this is a technical phrase, every audit has to end with this, after the customary and required audit 
of our financial risk. Even so, like virtually every and all non-profit organizations, we have a 
challenging time ahead, but the Board and I are confident the PEN is up for meeting it. 
 
Slide 3: 
As you have often heard me explain, PEN’s income is divided into restricted and unrestricted 
funds. Restricted funds are from trusts, foundations and statutory bodies such as SIDA, the 
Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, ICORN, Evan Cornish and the Banyan tree foundation. 
Organisations and foundations that I am grateful to say have been with us for many, many years 
and remain firm and astonished upholders of the PEN. The money we get from them is used for 
carrying out specific pre-agreed programmes, such as civil society programmes or campaigning 
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and advocacy activities on free of expression issues or in support of writers at risk. Unrestricted 
funds really allow us to be responsive to whatever may happen during the year. You can plan for 
the activities you want to do during the year and you can have the money to do that, but if 
something comes along that is unplanned or is an emergency, you need unrestricted funds to do 
that. Unrestricted funds come from various sources such as membership dues (which are vitally 
important to us), PEN’s Writers and Publishers Circles and individual donations. More on that as 
we go along. 
 
Slide 4: 
I want to give just an overview of the audit. This is a formality we need to do. I’m pleased to tell 
you that we have received an unqualified opinion for the year that ended 31 December 2020, 
which is to say that the auditors had no complaints or problems with us. We were good value for 
the money; we showed that we had made proper donations for securing economic efficiency and 
effectiveness in the use of our resources and that we were taking good care of proper books for 
all of those. 
 
Slide 5: 
Here are the audited figures for our activities in 2020. I will go into more detail on the next slide. 
But if you look closely and you can spend more time on it later if you want to come back to this, 
we raised about £1.45 million. Just over 10% of that was from members’ dues, and I want to thank 
you all for the support. Centres have been really great the last couple of years in stepping us 
especially in these trying times. Grants from various foundations and individuals came to about 
£350,0000. Our publishers and writers circles brought in £113,000 of unrestricted income. And 
our SIDA grant, which I’m very happy to say has been renewed for 4 years, was £770,000. 
We spent nearly £1.7 million, if you’re wondering where the dichotomy is between the 1.45, 1.6 
and 1.7, it included using £247,000 in restricted funds for programs that carry on from the year 
before. While some may be in a calendar year some are in other book-keeping, so when we have 
funding that is for one whole cycle of a programme sometimes that means carrying over from 
year to year. 
Included in this is Centre Engagement, which was £465,000, Writers in Prison was £160,000, but 
all in with various other things including ICORN it’s about £200,000. Our centenary expenses, 
funded from earmarked reserves, were about £184,000, which was part of the large donation we 
were given ten years ago and part of that was earmarked for centenary expenses. Support and 
staff costs were £588,000. Again, if you want to go through this again in detail, Emmanuel and I 
will be happy to answer any questions on this afterwards. 
 
Slide 6: 
I want to say a few words in praise of our finance team: Emmanuel Asamoah, our finance director, 
along with Sandrine Fameni and Salwa Mohammed. Auditors are not necessarily a 
complimentary bunch but ours specifically remarked on the quality of our documents, as well as 
the technical ability of our finance team and I would not want that to go unnoticed. 
You see here as part of our key performance factors for 2020, we had our lowest deficit for the 
last four years. It was £75,000 that came from general funds. We have had some really 
extraordinary donations that were received during the year when the Board, our finance 
committee and our fundraisers were really able to settle in and get to work. 
We had a gain on investment of £14,000, which left us with a cash balance of £147,000 at the end 
of the year. Plus we also had a closing investment portfolio of £242,000, which is an arsous 
account to Linda Walker. Even with this, we had to deplete reserves ending with £510,000 down 
from 2019. Our restricted funds were 88% of what we used, which were £447,000. General funds 
took 6% of our budget and we are on the borderline of our reserves policy of what we can keep, 
but we are working very hard now and are making progress at making our reserves stronger and 
much more resilient. 
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We have adopted a resilience policy (explained later on), which is meant to make certain that we 
no longer have any deficits (if there are, only minor ones) and that we are able to contribute to 
our reserves fund each year to keep that strong and steady. 
Designed funds were around £32,000. Along with the auditors, the directors of the Board 
confirmed we are ‘going concern’ at the end of year, however we are not blind to the challenges 
and we recognise the immediate fundraising necessity. In 2021, we have been able to face this 
much better than in any year before. 
The charitable object of the organisation is heavily reliant on restricted funding and therefore, we 
will continue to do as we do with SIDA, the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Banyan 
Free Foundation, and others. We have restricted funds from them that we will continue to ask for 
and do all necessary to continue. Again, as I said at the beginning of this, I want the quality of these 
documents to be noted by you. Thank you very much. 
 
Slide 7: 
This is our grant-making for 2020. Our grant-making is a core aspect of our charitable work and 
this continues to grow. During the year, we awarded a total of £132,000 in grants through our 
civil society programmes, which was up from £163,000 in 2019. 
These were divided as follows: Africa received £33,683, Asia £24,922, the Americas £59,025, 
Europe £9,231 and, the Middle East and North Africa £5,017. You can see that broken out on the 
pie chart there. 
 
Slide 8: 
This is our financial performance versus the target for 2018. Our original budget had us with 
another very large deficit, which we clearly could not do. We re-formulate as the year went along 
and we did some extraordinary fundraising, which I am grateful to say. 
After a deficit in 2019 that was balanced from our reserve fund, we re-examined our budgeting 
process for 2020. We have a huge reliance on SIDA, as you know and we have for some years, 
which pays 56% of our staff budget. We remain and always will be grateful and appreciative of 
their support, but know and they know that we need to bring on other similar donors. 2021 and 
2022 are devoted strongly to making this happen. As you know, a terrible year all around the 
world. Many charitable organisations suffered greatly, and a high number were forced to close 
because donations were more difficult to come by after the pandemic took hold. It was no 
different for PEN, except we have been going for 100 years and have learned to be resilient as you 
hope you’ll see through this report. We are in no danger of not being able to continue. 
We have tremendous help from the centres and we really are grateful for that. Dues were at a 
high mark irrespective of the pandemic. Again, thank you all for the support. Despite two 
donations of $100,000 our major fundraising for our centenary still fell short of our ambitious 
goals. We set out to raise nearly one million pounds in honor of the centenary. We still are hopeful 
we will come close to that when the end of 2022 comes along, but we were not able to do that in 
the first year. We ended the year with a deficit of £75,000 that again was paid from our reserves. 
As I’ve said, 2022 will be the last year where we will allow this to happen. We simply cannot 
continue to have deficit years and whatever it takes to come out with a balanced budget we will 
do. 
 
Slide 9: 
Every year you hear me say why dues matter, and I repeat this every year because dues really do 
matter! As I said, so much from our need comes from unrestricted funds, which we raise in a 
number of ways. One of our major sources of unrestricted funds is our dues. We are grateful to 
you for sending them in. Please if you have not sent them in for this year, you still have time. The 
earlier in the year you can send in funds (dues are for the calendar year), the better. It would 
always be nice to have them at the beginning of the calendar year and not in the summer or the 
end of the year, as many do. But as I said, we are very grateful for the dues we received. It has 
really allowed PEN to deal with reactive issues that are not planned for in our budget. PEN 
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membership dues also ensure PEN International’s independence – they prevent us from being 
completely reliant on restricted funding and allows us to act in the best interest of the 
organisation, within our mandate and on short notice to fully meet the needs of PEN centres 
around the world. The dues continue to, for example, legal and finance services, communications 
and rent. With dues, we also continue to pay the salaries of the team in London who support 
Centres, undertake research, advocacy and campaigning. It’s really vital money for our core work. 
Most importantly, our dues enable PEN International to be flexible so that we can react to acute, 
unexpected challenges – through missions, literary events and by supporting writers at risk. This 
year, 2021, has just been a horrible year especially for writers at risk. Our team in London has 
done extraordinary work to help our members in Afghanistan, Belarus, Cambodia as well as many 
others. I can’t overstate how demanding this work is and how excellent our team, led by Romana, 
has been doing this. But our unrestricted funds enable us to do this work and bring writers who 
are under threat to safety as quickly as possible. We have seen growth in dues income over the 
last two years due to the twinning approach adopted by Centres, encouraging financially viable 
Centres to support the dues of smaller Centres affected by the pandemic or other financial 
distress. If your Centre is not yet twinned with another and you have the desire and ability to do 
this, we would be grateful. Please be in touch with Romana, Emmanuel or me so we can work this 
out. 
Again, thank you for your support. 
 
Slide 10: 
Here is a look at our 2021 financial plan and budget income. I’ll go through this with you and you 
can take a closer look at it if you want later on. The main financial parameters underpinning our 
new four years budget are redeveloping our circles (eg. writers and publisher circles), improving 
member dues collection and gaining more corporate attention to the new fundraising proportions 
in line with our new financial strategy. We are looking for a NET budget surplus of approximately 
£37,000. We have budgeted around £1,463,000 and look to have about £1,500,000. We hope it 
will be more than that and as always, I want to stress that after four years of going over our budget 
and having deficits, we simply can’t allow this to continue anymore and it will not. 
You see our breakdown of income here. The £1,500,000 breaks down into unrestricted income at 
£546,000. Member dues make up 22%, circles 18% and fundraising, which is vital to all we do, 
makes up 60% of our unrestricted costs. 
SIDA, through its restricted programming that we do, takes care of 78% of our cost there. These 
are vital relationships and we are doing everything we can to strengthen those. The Banyan Tree 
Foundation, which has been a long-time supporter of our Freedom to Write programme and 
Writers in Prison programme, is about 3%. (exact numbers transcribed?). 
 
Slide 11: 
Here is a brief look at our 2021 financial plan and how we are doing with it. We set a budget of 
£1,463,000, and our actual expenditure through July 31 is £948,000, which means, I am very glad 
to say, that we are on target and we may even have that small surplus, but we are aiming to have 
even more than that. You can look more closely at the slide for all details, but our major expenses 
are £831,000 for staffing and recruitment, £220,000 for Civil Society projects, £37,000 for ICORN, 
and reflecting our transition to a digital organization, £191,000 for Information Technology and 
administration. We had released in the years that over the coming years we needed to make a 
change to a much-more digital and faster organisation. Covid forced that on us; what we thought 
would take us a couple or three years to do, is really something we had to do in one. You will find 
we have been able to do much of our programming via digital means. It’s important we have the 
staff to carry that out. We’ve had great luck with our Centres and Committee meetings. We have 
been able to bring together far more people, as we’ve been able to do these digitally than often in 
person. As we’re moving ahead, we are going to find a balance between in-person meetings, but 
still do a great deal of our work digitally across the time zones. All combined Writers in Prison 
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work came to about £203,000. You can take a look at this. If you have any questions, please send 
them to me or Emmanuel at the end of the presentation or in the next few days. 
 
Slide 12: 
I want to talk about our financial focus for 2021. You’ve heard me mention it through the 
presentation. This really is a different way of going about it than done before. We believe this will 
be more effective and that we will meet our needs more readily than we have been able to do. As 
I said several times, the £75,000 deficit in 2020 was our lowest in four years. This is hardly 
something to brag about or celebrate. However, it is fortunate that we have the means to take 
care of it. It’s nothing that we need to or will continue to do. We simply don't have the resources 
to keep running and we should not be budgeting in ways so we end up with a deficit. Ironically, 
part of our problem and reason for the high demand for our work is our overwhelming success. 
Centres and individuals are coming to us for help, because we have been successful in being 
helpful in other ways. While the PEN mission and need have grown beyond our capacity, our 
challenge is to best allocate resources to meet this demand as much as possible. That’s why you've 
heard me mention the word resilience. That’s what we’re doing. We’re just finding ways to meet 
our budget to take care of the greatest needs that we have to demonstrate to funders why money 
given to PEN is value received for the work that we do. I’m grateful to say, there are some new 
major funders we have been in touch with who have been very impressed by what we are doing 
and we are in the process of trying to bring them along. We’ll see what happens there. 
Our superb Director of Finance Emmanuel Asamoah has brought both rigor and flexibility to our 
spending. He, Romana and I and the Finance Sub committee took a firmer approach to our budget 
for 2021 to ensure that deficits are a thing of the past. 
Reductions were made to the fundraising goals and operations will not be carried out. 
Not only until the money for them is firmly committed, but until we have it in hand. We have had 
commitments that have fallen through. We simply cannot commit until we have the cash in hand 
to do it. Some of the larger grants don’t take into account the overhead cost to PEN International, 
so we found ourselves getting a large amount of money and a great deal of it is eaten up by 
overhead and we are renegotiating those, so the money can go specifically to the programme 
itself. With our becoming a more digital organisation, we are doing everything possible to 
renegotiate our lease in London. We have a lease to an office that can be broken in 2023. 
Landlords obviously in the pandemic are finding that many people are not needing their leases 
anymore, because of working at home and are reluctant to change the terms of the lease. 
However, Emmanuel has been able to make some good progress with this. We have so far taken 
a year off. We hope that by the time next year this will be resolved. The single largest expense of 
all our staffing expenses is rent. We can do it for less and we hope to do that as soon as possible. 
For the first time, we have a full-time fundraiser Paul Julian who has just completed his first year. 
He was handed a brief in the remit of the worst possible conditions and has done well to get up 
to speed to bring new interest into our programmes and activities. He, Jennifer, Romana and 
Linda Walker, our investment advisor, and I have been able to interest several new major donors 
in our work. In addition, German PEN recently facilitated a 50’000 EUR donation to PEN 
International from a philanthropist and a smaller one from a German publisher. We are very 
grateful to them for sharing in this way and encourage all Centres to think about how we might 
work together. Not in any way to work against your budget, but there may be instances (as with 
German PEN) where donors are not only interested in the work of German PEN, but also of PEN 
International and funds may be brought to PEN International. We are very grateful to German 
PEN for that and hope we can work the same way with other centres as the year goes ahead. 
In addition, Emmanuel and I have started a treasurers working group. We meet three or four 
times a year to share information, to keep Centres up-to-date on our financial affairs and to learn 
more about what’s going on with you. The next meeting of this committee will be in November. 
In addition, we have received gifts for our centenary. This is money running outside of our 
operating budget. These are fundraising goals that were meant to go to the centennial congress, 
which have been abandoned as we are meeting online instead of Oxford this year. But the 
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centenary is an obvious time to raise money. Not so much to celebrate the past, but to look 
forward into the future. We acknowledge the hundred years of PENs’ history, but we’re looking 
forward to the next hundred years of PENs’ work. This money, fundraising and programmes that 
we do aim to honor the past, but  also really underwrite and support the future. 
Hachette, Penguin Random House and an anonymous individual have each given $100,000 for 
our centenary programme. There have also been several large grants between $50,000 - $100,000 
and we will continue seeking centenary donations through the Congress in Uppsala next year. 
This year and in the years ahead, we will continue to develop our unrestricted funding to support 
the resilience and sustainability of our reserves. In the resilience budgeting that we are doing, 
we’ve really done everything in this Finance Sub-Committee to change the fundamental way we 
go about our budgeting and I hope you’ll see proof of this again next year. 
 
Slide 13: 
Before I end, I want to thank our major funders for 2020. It speaks well of PEN and our donors 
that they have been with us for many years. There are new ones coming in 2021 and 2022. To our 
long-term donors who have seen us through so much and retain their faith, which we hope we 
have demonstrated why it was worth their while to do. In particular, I give grateful thanks to: 
● SIDA—The Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency 
● The Banyan Tree Foundation 
● NFMA—The Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
● ICORN—The International Cities of Refuge Network 
● The Fritt Ord Foundation, 
● The Evan Cornish Foundation 
And several anonymous donors, who make significant donations over the course of the year but 
prefer not to be publicised for their work. 
We also are grateful to our 2020 supporters who donated to the Centenary project fund and will 
continue to through 2021 and 2022. So far I want to thank Hachette, Penguin Random House, and 
the anonymous donor. PEN Writers Circle members Yann Martel and Orhan Pamuk made 
generous contributions, as did Arthur Golden, Michael and Anne Golden, and an anonymous 
donor whose gifts totaled $75,000. There have been others as well and for 2021 we’ll be 
acknowledging those. Thank you to all of them. And thank you to all of you for taking half an hour 
to go through this. 
 
Slide 14: 
This concludes my report. I ask you to send all questions to emmanuel.asamoahand@pen-
international.org. This is also the time to ask you to vote to approve this report. It’s vital that you 
do, as it's in our bylaws and required by the Charity Commission that the Assembly of Delegates 
approve our report. If you have any questions before sending your vote, please let us know and 
we will do everything we can to answer. 
Thank you for all your attention. Thank you for all your support. Don’t forget your dues for 2022 
and pay them as early as you can. I very much look forward to us all being together a year on from 
now and not having to be looking at screens. Thanks very much. 

10. Executive Director’s Report 
 
Romana Cacchioli: 
 

1. Overview 
 

The year straddling 2020/2021 has been unprecedented in many ways.  The global pandemic 
forced PEN to adapt its working practices and embrace digital ways of working.  With the closure 
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of the London office, all PEN International staff have been working from home.  In September 
2020, we held our first digital Congress and in the coming weeks, we shall celebrate PEN’s 
Centenary Congress sadly, not in person as we had planned, but once again online.   Through the 
provision of small grants, PEN International has promoted digital inclusion, convened online 
regional meetings, advocacy forums; supported PEN’s standing Committees and through the 
course of the year held over 30 panel events and workshops. 
 
The biggest challenges however have been borne by PEN Centres many of which face ongoing 
crises. Acute threats have particularly affected members in Afghanistan, Belarus, Myanmar and 
Nicaragua.  Crackdowns on free expression by authoritarian regimes, digital forms of surveillance 
and repression, the seizing of power by the military in Myanmar and the Taliban in Afghanistan 
have meant that some Centres have had to suspend their activities, their members exposed to 
grave danger, some going into hiding or forced to seek refugee abroad.  PEN International has 
worked closely with the global membership and sister organizations to coordinate and assist 
writers most at risk - PEN’s work often takes place under the radar and behind the scenes; 
therefore we are often unable to communicate publicly about the efforts undertaken on their 
behalf.  What has been evident this year however is the astonishing bravery of PEN members as 
they continue to stand firm, reporting on freedom of expression violations – and the solidarity 
demonstrated by the PEN movement - through tireless campaigning and advocacy on behalf of 
colleagues in peril.   
 
The following report provides a brief snapshot of the work undertaken in the public domain this 
year, if you would like further information about our work kindly contact, Romana Cacchioli, 
Executive Director, Romana.Cacchioli@pen-international.org or colleagues listed below.   
 
 

2. Centenary projects and initiatives  
 

Centenary Director, Carles Torner – Carles.Torner@pen-international.org 
Archive Manager, Ginevra Avale – Ginevra.Avale@pen-international.org 
Congress, Committees and New Centres Manager, Olha Mukha olha.mukha@pen-international.org 

 
The Digital Archive Exhibition Unlocking the History of PEN International was launched on 16 
June 2021 with an event, streamed on PEN International’s Facebook and YouTube channels. The 
Archive displays PEN’s history, milestones, setbacks, and achievements over the last 100 years. It 
combines written, visual, and oral history, and showcases over 2000 digitized documents, 
including letters, reports, images, videos and audio recordings featuring the work of PEN 
International and 90 PEN Centres providing extensive material for research and campaigning. 

Chaired by Vice President, Joanne Leedom-Ackerman, the event featured key speakers 
including three PEN Presidents: Jennifer Clement, PEN International, Ayad Akhtar, PEN 
America, and Philippe Sands, English PEN and representatives from PEN Centres – Ismaïla 
Samba Traoré, PEN Mali; Golok Chakmo and Min Nangze, Tibetan Writers Abroad 
Centre; Nadezhda Azhgikhina, PEN Moscow; Elena Poniatowska, member of the 
Mexican Centre and vice-president of PEN International; and, Berivan Dosky, Kurdish 
PEN. 

The PEN Centenary book, An Illustrated History, with 320 full-colour and more than 500 
pictures, letters, documents, posters, and maps, will be launched at the Centenary Congress 
where PEN members will be able to order copies. 
 

3. GENDER AND DIVERSITY 
 

mailto:Romana.Cacchioli@pen-international.org
mailto:Carles.Torner@pen-international.org
mailto:Ginevra.Avale@pen-international.org
mailto:olha.mukha@pen-international.org
http://www.facebook.com/peninternational
https://www.youtube.com/user/PENInternationalable/featured
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Programmes Manager, Paminder Parbha joined PEN International in November 2020. Paminder 
leads on International’s Gender and Diversity work and lead PEN Civil society Programme. 
Paminder.Parbha@pen-international.org 
 
Gender and diversity mainstreaming: Rather than launch a program of work, which abruptly 
introduces gender and diversity into our work (which we anticipated may overwhelm staff as 
well a our Centres), we have decided to work with a softer, incremental approach to 
mainstreaming this lens. This has included beginning a conversation with those within PEN who 
could help steer our gender and diversity work internally across our regional membership to 1: 
demonstrate the necessity to embrace this lens to create ownership amongst volunteers at all 
levels 2: clarity about how it relates to our mandate 3: practical assistance on how it can be 
instrumentalized through our Centre program work. We anticipate that we will be convening this 
space more formally with representatives from the Centres over coming months.   
 
In June, we demonstrated the tangibility of this lens when we produced a multi-pronged training 
approach to bolster Centre capacities and skills on how they plan campaigns. In this training, we 
focused Centre attention on campaigning on a fictitious case of a female writer who has 
experienced sexual violence. In addition to producing a training video – a permanent training 
resource – we used the opportunity to introduce a series of resources on gender intended to boost 
Centre understanding on what gender means, how it applies to our work and guidance on the 
kinds of protocol that need to be adopted when working on such cases (messaging etc.). This 
integrated lens was also used leveraged when the protection team ran the informed consent 
session at the WiPC meeting in May 2021.  
 
Additionally, in response to allegations at Centre level, the Program Manager drafted a policy on 
safeguarding Centre volunteers from sexual harassment as well as setting out protocol by which 
to investigate any such claims made against PEN members or when approached by an alleged 
victim. This policy has been shared with staff for their input. We will be working out a process for 
enabling staff and Centre engagement and ownership over this policy. Similarly, we are reviewing 
the Child Protection Policy in line with a human rights approach (in which we will integrate 
gender) as part of the programmatic work being done by Centres through the Invisible Child 
project.   
 
 
 

4. PEN’s Civil Society Programme 
 
PEN International’s Civil Society Programme, which supports PEN Centres to run projects that 
strengthen civil society through the promotion of literature and language, was redesigned to 
support more than 25 PEN Centres to grow their online capacity and visibility through Digital 
Communication Projects. Three digital consultants (Vero Maza – Veronica.maza@pen-
international.org;  Maria Botella Trotonda – Maria.BT@pen-international.org and Hossam 
Fazzula – Hossam.Fazulla@pen-international.org) were hired to support PEN Centres with these 
projects. 

Over the last four months of 2020 and on a bi-weekly basis, a multi-disciplinary team from the 

Secretariat designed and facilitated the delivery of a series of ten training webinars intended to 
build the capacity of PEN Centres on key project management skills, as well as core-focused areas 

of PEN. The format was delivered in both English and Spanish – mixing a combination of tips, 

guidance, and content – to ensure inclusivity. Of these diverse set of topics, the webinars those 

most well received by centres were those focusing on practical operational guidance – “budgeting 

mailto:Paminder.Parbha@pen-international.org
mailto:Veronica.maza@pen-international.org
mailto:Veronica.maza@pen-international.org
mailto:Maria.BT@pen-international.org
mailto:Hossam.Fazulla@pen-international.org
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and financial reporting”, “fundraising”, “building, and developing membership”, “monitoring, and 

evaluation”.  

(https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLohP3NZaAGbZGFixQLx1HkkRSXRaZ6Su1) 

 

5. Protection work with ICORN and the PEN emergency Fund  

International Cities of Refuge Network (ICORN): The first half of 202 saw a dramatic drop in the 
number of cases presented to PEN for comment due to the impact of the Covid-19 global 
pandemic; however, the second half of 2020 saw a significant rise in applications (78). In total, 
PEN received 115 applications for comment in 2020, close to that of the previous year (119). In 
addition, there has been a growing level of engagement on a one-to-one basis with applicants. In 
2020 PEN drafted 96 full reports, with a further 12 cases placed on hold and two cases were 
closed, bringing the total of cases processed to 110.  Thirty-one emergency applications were 
submitted to, and awarded by, the PEN Emergency Fund. 

The overwhelming majority of applications continue to come from the MENA region, with Iran 
remaining consistently high. The number of asylum support requests from ICORN applicants has 
dramatically increased during this year, reflecting the closing of borders due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, which has presented particular challenges.  

 

Whilst waiting to be placed, ICORN applicants can also benefit from small grants from the PEN 
Emergency Fund, which provides one-off grants of up to 1500 Euros (increased to 2,000 Euros in 
2021) for a range of emergency assistance measures, which include safe passage – flights, visa 
fees, travel insurance, medical assistance, and general support towards living expenses. The PEN 
Emergency Fund can also agree an additional discretionary 500 euros to writers in particular 
need. In 2020, 30 writers benefitted from emergency grants, 19 grants were to writers in the 
MENA region, reflecting the acute protection needs of writers in this region. The fund is unique 
in that it accepts applications from writers in need of protection regardless of the time-frame of 
their persecution, and therefore is often the only avenue open to those in long-term situations 
whose persecution spans many years, sometimes decades.  

PEN International also provided asylum support letters and letters in support of refugee status 
for ICORN writers and applicants. In 2020, 12 such letters were provided, 11 of whom are ICORN 
applicants.  

For further information on PEN’s Protection work, kindly contact Protection Manager Cathy 
McCann – Cathy.McCann@pen-international.org 

 

6. EUROPE AND CENTRAL ASIA REGIONAL OVERVIEW 
 
Europe and Central Asia Regional Coordinator, Aurelia Dondo, returned from maternity leave in 
January 2021.  Aurelia.Dondo@pen-international.org  
 
The space for free expression in Europe and Central Asia remains under attack:  
 
2020 

Number of ICORN applications received  7  

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLohP3NZaAGbZGFixQLx1HkkRSXRaZ6Su1
mailto:Cathy.McCann@pen-international.org
mailto:Aurelia.Dondo@pen-international.org
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Number of ICORN cases assessed 7  

Number of emergency grants 1  

Number of asylum support letters 2 

 
 
Safety of writers and journalists: Impunity for violence against journalists is a concern. In 
Malta, PEN continues to call on the Maltese authorities to ensure full justice for all those involved 
in the murder of investigative journalist Daphne Caruana Galizia and the corruption she 
exposed.  
 
Arbitrary detentions and unfair prosecutions: Writers, journalists and academics are 
harassed and intimidated, including through arbitrary detentions and unfair prosecutions. In 
Belarus, scores of journalists have been arbitrarily detained, beaten, sentenced to prison or hefty 
fines for reporting on the protests that have swept the country since the contested presidential 
elections of August 2020. Turkey retains the dubious accolade of the world’s biggest jailer of 
journalists.  

Repressive legislation: The COVID-19 pandemic gave political leaders the unprecedented 
opportunity to create laws, impose restrictions, require surveillance, and monitor movements of 
people – including writers and journalists – ostensibly to safeguard health, but with little clarity 
about who gathers the data, with whom it is shared, for how long it is used and for what purpose 
it is stored. PEN remains equally concerned by state-led media capture in Hungary and Poland, 
where the authorities continue to attempt to undermine the rule of law, and calls for an end to 
criminal defamation laws and the use of SLAPPs. 

Artistic freedoms under threat: In Spain, the authorities are using the so-called 2014 ‘Gag Law’ 
and problematic provisions in the Criminal Code to prosecute summary offences or 
misdemeanours, such as graffiti, song lyrics and poems, as crimes of terrorism or arms trafficking.  

GOOD NEWS  
 
In Turkey, writer and journalist Ahmet Altan was released in April 2021 after spending more 
than four years behind bars on trumped-up charges. Scores of PEN Centres across the world have 
been actively campaigning on his behalf, by notably sending appeals to the Turkish authorities, 
conducting trial observations, taking part in solidarity actions and promoting his writings.  
 
In Spain, Catalan writers and civil society leaders Jordi Sànchez and Jordi Cuixart were 
pardoned in June 2021 after spending nearly four years in prison. While this is a positive step, 
PEN International calls on the Spanish authorities to quash their sentences and convictions.  
 
In the UK, PEN International welcomed the news in January 2021 not to extradite WikiLeaks 
founder and publisher Julian Assange to the US, but calls on the authorities to release him 
immediately pending the outcome of his appeal. PEN International further calls for the 
withdrawal of the extradition request by the US government against him. 
 
EMBLEMATIC CASES 
 
PEN International urges the Turkish authorities to implement binding rulings by the European 
Court of Human Rights, which ordered the immediate release of publisher and civil society leader 
Osman Kavala – who featured in the 2020 Day of the Imprisoned Writer campaign – and writer 

https://pen-international.org/campaigns/world-press-freedom-day-2021
https://pen-international.org/news/belarus-pen-centres-world-wide-call-for-an-end-to-the-abuse-of-fundamental-rights-of-those-who-speak-out-against-repression
https://pen-international.org/news/eu-ending-gag-lawsuits-in-europe-to-protect-democracy-and-fundamental-rights
https://pen-international.org/news/spain-release-rapper-and-uphold-freedom-of-expression
https://pen-international.org/news/turkey-writer-ahmet-altan-released-from-prison
https://pen-international.org/news/spain-imprisoned-catalan-writers-pardoned
https://pen-international.org/news/united-kingdom-usa-pen-international-welcomes-the-decision-not-to-extradite-julian-assange-yet-the-threat-to-media-freedom-remains
hthttps://pen-international.org/news/day-of-the-imprisoned-writer-2020-take-action-for-osman-kavala
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and opposition leader Selahattin Demirtaş. PEN International launched a global campaign on 
behalf of Demirtaş in April 2021. In May, 49 PEN Centres signed a global appeal urging Kavala’s 
immediate and unconditional release.  
 
Solidarity is a big component of our campaigns. Scores of PEN members across the world continue 
to send messages of support to imprisoned Kurdish reporter and poet Nedim Türfent, and to 
translate and promote his poetry. Türfent was notably elected Honorary Member of English PEN 
and PEN Melbourne. Through these actions, PEN ensures that his voice is being heard beyond the 
prison walls, and helps raise awareness not only of his plight, but also of the relentless crackdown 
on freedom of expression in Turkey.  
 
UPCOMING KEY DATES  
 
PEN International, PEN Moscow and St Petersburg PEN are to issue a report on the state of 
freedom of expression in the Russian Federation by the end of 2021. The report will look at 
violations from 2019 onwards, and draws from a previous successful collaboration (see Russia’s 
Strident Stifling of Free Speech 2012-2018).  
 
Regional Coordinators are working with friends at PEN Liechtenstein on a digital side event at 
the UN Human Rights Council to mark the Day of the Imprisoned Writer. More details to follow in 
due course.  
 
PEN International will partner with the Free Belarus Theatre on a creative production featuring 
Andrei Khluvniuk, the lead singer of the Ukrainian band Boombox and the subject of BFT’s first 
feature-length documentary, Alone, which will be screened in London in October. 
 
PEN Centres actively working on Turkey are sharing information via the Turkey Action Group, a 
Google group set up to foster collaboration amongst Centres and avoid duplication. Meetings are 
taking place bimonthly. Please contact Aurélia Dondo, Europe Programme Coordinator, should 
you wish to be added to the group: aurelia.dondo@pen-international.org . 

7. ASIA AND PACIFIC REGIONAL OVERVIEW 
 

Asia & Pacific, Regional Coordinator, Ross Holder – Ross.Holder@pen-international.org  

In 2021, PEN International’s work in the Asia/Pacific region has focused on responding to 

emergent crises, while also continuing to advocate against government censorship and the long-

term imprisonment of writers throughout the region. 

2020  
Number of ICORN applications received 7  

Number of ICORN cases assessed 7  

Number of emergency grants 1  

Number of asylum support letters 2 

 

The entire PEN community has been outraged by the military coup that took place in Myanmar 

on 1 February 2021, which has had a devastating impact on freedom of expression across the 

country. With the support of PEN Centres around the world, PEN International has focused its 

efforts on sensitive protection work, while also engaging in public advocacy initiatives to raise 

https://pen-international.org/news/turkey-free-selahattin-demirtas
https://pen-international.org/news/turkey-pen-centres-worldwide-call-for-the-acquittal-of-all-defendants-in-the-gezi-hearing-and-for-the-immediate-release-of-osman-kavala
https://www.englishpen.org/posts/news/turkey-honorary-membership-for-imprisoned-writer-nedim-turfent/
https://penmelbourne.org/international-pen-melbourne-centre-hraff-action-turkey-write-to-a-writer-in-prison/
https://pen-international.org/app/uploads/PEN-Russia-ENG-FullLayout-FINAL-1.pdf
https://pen-international.org/app/uploads/PEN-Russia-ENG-FullLayout-FINAL-1.pdf
mailto:aurelia.dondo@pen-international.org
mailto:Ross.Holder@pen-international.org
https://pen-international.org/news/location/myanmar
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public awareness of the military junta’s crimes and to call for an end to the repression of anyone 

persecuted for their peaceful expression. 

The right to freedom of expression has been at the forefront of pro-democracy movements across 

the region, which have struggled in the face of governments’ willingness to use legislation to 

undermine basic freedoms through censorship and the criminalisation of peaceful criticism. 

In Hong Kong, the government has continued to use the National Security Law to completely 

undermine the territory’s constitutional right to freedom of expression, forcing the closure of 

Hong Kong’s largest independent news outlet while its owner, Jimmy Lai, faces life 

imprisonment. In Thailand, authorities have continued to suppress pro-democracy activists by 

using the deeply problematic lèse-majesté law to punish those who peacefully call for its 

abolition. Among the growing number of those charged is poet and human rights lawyer, Arnon 

Nampha, who now faces decades in prison if convicted. This year, PEN International embarked 

on a novel advocacy initiative in support of those detained for their peaceful expression in the 

country. 

State responses to the COVID-19 pandemic have continued to negatively impact freedom of 

expression across the region, with governments using the pandemic to justify the jailing of 

dissidents and the censorship of critical expression. The PEN community mourns the death of 

Bangladeshi writer, Mushtaq Ahmed, who died in detention after he was arrested in connection 

to his posts on social media that criticised the government’s handling of the pandemic.  

GOOD NEWS  

Despite the significant challenges throughout the region, there has also been some good news 
with the release of Sri Lankan writer Shaktika Sathkumara, and the granting of medical bail to 
Indian poet, Varavara Rao, who had previously contracted COVID-19 while in detention. PEN 
International will continue its work in support of writers in prison and those facing persecution 
for their peaceful expression throughout the region. 

 
8. AFRICA REGIONAL OVERVIEW 
 

Africa regional Coordinator, Nduko o’Matigere – Nduko.oMatigere@pen-
international.org 
 
Writers, media workers, human rights defenders, and political opposition groups continue to be 

targets of repression for their peaceful expression, work, or activism. 

2020  
Number of ICORN applications received 7 

Number of ICORN cases assessed 6  

Number of emergency grants 3 (all of whom are ICORN applicants) 

Number of asylum support letters 0 

 

Repression against digital expression and communications: several countries have 

continued to use internet shutdowns and restrictions on the use of social media and mobile 

messaging apps to curtail free flow of information, particularly in the context of heightened public 

criticism of officials and public protests like in Eswatini and Nigeria; contentious elections like 

https://pen-international.org/news/china-hong-kong-dawn-raid-independent-newspaper-highlights-ongoing-assault-against-freedom-expression-government
https://pen-international.org/news/thailand-government-expands-legal-system-against-critics-criminalising-peaceful-expression
https://pen-international.org/news/thailand-pen-international-releases-booklets-speeches-thailand-protest-leaders
https://pen-international.org/news/bangladesh-pen-calls-investigation-death-of-imprisoned-writer-mushtaq-ahmed
https://pen-international.org/news/sri-lanka-renewed-calls-to-drop-investigation-into-award-winning-writer-shakthika-sathkumara
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/02/11/covid-19-triggers-wave-free-speech-abuse
mailto:Nduko.oMatigere@pen-international.org
mailto:Nduko.oMatigere@pen-international.org
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in Uganda or armed conflict in the case of the Ethiopia Tigray war. There is also a general trend 

across African countries (examples: Sierra Leone, Nigeria, Uganda, Kenya, Zimbabwe, 

Burkina Faso, and Tanzania) towards enactment of stringent social media regulations and 

cybercrime laws, including imposition of punitive financial and regulatory requirements on use 

of digital platforms.    

Attacks on writers and journalists: In Ethiopia, Uganda, Eswatini and South Africa, 

journalists have been violently attacked or prevented from doing their work covering conflict, 

elections, or protests. In Rwanda, poet Innocent Bahati disappeared in February after a 

prominent personality allegedly posted disparaging social media messages about his critical 

poetry. His whereabouts are yet to be established and PEN continues to monitor the case and 

campaign on his behalf.    

Misuse of rule of law and judicial harassment: Critical writers and journalists continue to be 

frequent targets of harassment, arbitrary arrest, and detention and in some cases, investigation, 

or prosecution on bogus charges. In Uganda, novelist Kakwenza Rukirabashaija continues to 

have his civil liberties curtailed through inordinately long police investigations on a fabricated 

charge. In Zimbabwe novelist Tsitsi Dangarembga and journalist Hopewell Chin’ono are on 

their second year of facing malicious prosecution for the peaceful exercise of free speech. PEN 

continues to monitor these cases and offer support whenever needed. 

GOOD NEWS 
 
In May, a Ugandan court dismissed incitement charges against novelist Kakwenza 

Rukirabashaija after the authorities repeatedly failed to attend court after his arrest and 

arraignment in April 2020. He should not have been prosecuted in the first place as he had been 

targeted for his writing.  

In April, a Court in Zimbabwe quashed charges against journalist Hopewell Chin’ono. He had 

been arrested the previous year after he posted a message on his Twitter handle alleging judicial 

maleficence in the handling of his ongoing prosecution for incitement. PEN Continues to monitor 

the later case.  

The Moomins approved funding for 4 Africa Centres: Sierra Leone, Nigeria, Malawi, and 

Zimbabwe to implement a one-year (2021/22) literacy and creative dialogue/writing project 

using the Invisible Child story. The project, which includes translation, publishing and sales of 

the story will also generate some income for the Centres.  

PEN International’s intervention helped protect an Eritrean writer at risk and his family from 

imminent deportation to Eritrea by the Kenyan authorities. PEN continues to offer protection 

support in partnership with Amnesty International Kenya and ICORN in Nairobi.  

Africa Centres participating in the Digital project collaborated with PEN International to host a 

virtual all Africa Centres forum in March. This was a first in efforts to encourage networking and 

solidarity across Africa Centres.  

EMBLEMATIC CASES 

PEN called on the Rwandan authorities to act and secure the safety and rights of poet Innocent 

Bahati who mysteriously disappeared in February and activated a RAN to campaign on his behalf. 

His case was highlighted for World Poetry Day and as an Empty Chair during PEN Committee 

meetings. Plans for further joint actions with the African Commission in conjunction with Africa 

centres.  

https://pen-international.org/news/rwanda-investigate-and-publicly-account-for-the-whereabouts-of-poet-innocent-bahati
https://pen-international.org/search/results?q=Kakwenza
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/apr/28/zimbabwe-court-quashes-charges-against-journalist-hopewell-chinono
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UPCOMING KEY DATES 

PEN International is working in partnership with Eritrea Focus, PEN Eritrea, English PEN and the 

UK All Party Parliamentary Group on Eritrea on an exhibition to commemorate and highlight the 

20th anniversary of the crackdown, detention and disappearance of Eritrean journalists and 

writers in September.  

Working with PEN Gambia and with solidarity from Africa PEN Centres, an exhibition to 

memorialize the detained/disappeared Eritrean writers will be launched at the 69th Session of 

the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights in November 2021. 

In October, PEN International will work with Africa Centres to convene a 2nd joint forum for all 

Centres on a theme to be jointly identified.  

Start of the Invisible Child Project with participating PEN Centres.    

 
9. AMERICAS REGIONAL OVERVIEW 

 
Americas Regional Coordinator, Alicia Quiñones – Alicia.Quinones@pen-international.org 

In the Americas region, we have consolidated a strong network of cooperation between PEN 

Centres, writers and organizations throughout the continent. 

 
2020  

Number of ICORN applications received 3  

Number of ICORN cases assessed 1  

Number of emergency grants 1 (not an ICORN applicant) 

Number of asylum support letters 0 

 

Regional work / New projects to strengthen the Americas network: We are actively 

collaborating with two new PEN Centres – PEN Ecuador and PEN Chiapas Pluricultural – and we 

are working on the creation of two new more, PEN Quechua, which will be presented at the 

Centenary Congress and aspiring PEN El Salvador. 

UNESCO – Funding: Within its Participation Program 2020-2021, UNESCO granted support for 

PEN Centres in Latin America to carry out the VIDA Count on gender equity and literature in five 

countries: PEN Guatemala, PEN Ecuador, PEN Honduras, PEN Nicaragua and PEN Chiapas 

Pluricultural (Mexico), in collaboration with UNESCO national and regional offices. This is a pilot 

project, and its results will be presented in March 2022 with a regional report on gender parity 

and opportunities for women writers. 

Nicaragua 

The suspension  of public activities of PEN Nicaragua led us to create the international 

observatory Eye on Nicaragua which is published weekly thanks to the work of PEN Argentina, 

PEN America – Artist At Risk Connection, PEN San Miguel de Allende and PEN International. The 

observatory has had a good impact and regional organisations have contacted PEN International 

to join the observatory's efforts. 

mailto:Alicia.Quinones@pen-international.org
https://pen-international.org/es/noticias/nicaragua-pen-anuncia-una-alianza-regional-para-continuar-su-trabajo-en-nicaragua-con-un-impacto-global
https://pen-international.org/news/nicaragua-pen-announces-a-regional-alliance-to-continue-its-work-in-nicaragua-with-a-global-impact
https://pen-international.org/news/eye-on-nicaragua


31 

 

In addition to our advocacy work, PEN is part of an alliance on Nicaragua with organisations such 

as IFEX-LAC, Race and Equality, CPJ and Fundalex, among others. We have sent appeals to the 

IACHR, the Inter-American Court and requested the intervention of UN rapporteurs. We had a 

meeting with the European Union Commission in Nicaragua, and we have coordinated economic 

aid to journalists through this group of organisations. 

Cuba: We have worked to defend writers, artists and journalists at risk in Cuba, even more so 

after the  demonstrations on 11 July 2021 and the increase in repression. See our actions on 

Cuba. In preparation for the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) of Cuba in 2023, PEN, Freemuse, 

Christian Solidarity Worldwide (CSW) and PEN America – Artists at Risk Connection (ARC) have 

submitted an interim report on attacks on free expression and artistic freedom in Cuba with 

special recommendations to the State of Cuba.  

PEN International and PEN America have begun the creation of international solidarity work on 

behalf of Cuban writers and artists at a historic moment for freedom of expression and artistic 

freedom in Cuba. The programme started last June 2021. 

Honduras: Our work on Honduras has focused on barriers to freedom of expression and support 

for journalists. Attempts were made to change barriers to freedom of expression in the Penal 

Code. In December 2020, a debate washeld with Pedro Vaca, Rapporteur for Freedom of 

Expression of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, IACHR. It had a positive impact 

with a new working network in 2021 with the UK Embassy in Guatemala and Honduras, PEN 

Honduras and PEN International. For the first time, the Honduran government and its ministers 

of human rights started a dialogue thanks to the events. The UK government has opened a 

dialogue with the Honduran government after two years of no government-to-government 

contact, according to their reports, and PEN is advising on free expression issues. The ambassador 

travelled to Honduras to speak to journalists, along with Dina Meza, president of PEN Honduras, 

to help improve the situation for journalists. At least 50 journalists benefited.  

In March 2021, after many years of advocacy by PEN International, the Inter-American 

Commission on Human Rights agreed to request the State of Honduras to provide reparations to 

the family of journalist Julio Ernesto Alvarado. PEN America together with PEN Honduras have 

held a series of webinars on digital security for journalists at risk.  

Regional meeting in the Americas: With attendance of over 65 people and 18 PEN Centres, the 

regional meeting in the Americas was held on 15 July 2021 to define the work for the second half 

of the year between PEN Centres and PEN International. We were joined by Sergio Ramírez and 

Elena Poniatowska, two of the most important writers in Spanish language literature. Both 

writers received one of the most important awards in the Spanish language: the Cervantes Prize 

for Literature. 

PEN Protest / Day of the Dead regional campaign: In 2020 we achieved a historic turnout 

when 13 countries joined the call for action on the murders of journalists, with Latin America 

being the deadliest region for journalists. For the first time, the campaign activities took place on 

many digital platforms such as Zoom, Instagram, Facebook, Twitter. New and young voices were 

included. Also the perspective of indigenous languages. Watch our campaign video 

https://vimeo.com/575125185 - password: PEN International   

GOOD NEWS 

https://pen-international.org/es/search/results?q=Nicaragua
https://pen-international.org/news/organisations-and-independent-media-call-on-the-cuban-government-to-respect-the-right-to-demonstration-and-freedom-of-expression-and-to-stop-violence-against-demonstrators
https://pen-international.org/search/results?q=cuba
https://pen-international.org/search/results?q=cuba
https://pen-international.org/news/pen-international-freemuse-christian-solidarity-worldwide-csw-and-artist-at-risk-connection-arc-pen-america-submit-upr-mid-term-report-on-cuba
https://twitter.com/aliciaquinones/status/1337060975825072130
https://pen-international.org/es/search/results?q=julio+ernesto+alvarado
https://pen-international.org/news/pen-protesta-d%C3%ADa-de-los-muertos-2020
https://vimeo.com/575125185
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Since November – December 2020, we have been defending Cuban writers and journalists, 
including the musician and rapper Denís Solís (see Case List 2020), whose arbitrary detention 
sparked some protests that we now see as a social movement. 

On 9 November 2020, Cuban Denis Solís González was brutally detained by agents of the National 
Revolutionary Police (PNR) in the Habana Vieja municipality, a few blocks from his home. 
According to international standards, Solís González has been forcibly disappeared. Solís was 
sentenced for "contempt" of authority. He was sentenced in under 72 hours to eight months of 
deprivation of liberty for the crime of "contempt" without receiving the most basic guarantees of 
due process. Additionally, on 11 November, he was transferred to the maximum-security prison 
in Valle Grande.  From 16 to 26 November 2020, 15 activists, artists and journalists gathered at 
the headquarters of Movimiento San Isidro in protest against the arbitrary and violent detention 
of the musician. Denís Solís was released on Sunday 11 July 2021, amidst the protests. 

In Paraguay, Nelson Aguilera – a prolific writer, teacher and member of PEN Paraguay – was 

freed after 8 years. In 2013, he was sentenced to 30 months in prison for alleged plagiarism. In 

February 2021 the suit was dismissed and today Nelson is free. PEN International and PEN Centres 

around the world, writers, lawyers and experts on freedom of expression issues, fought in his defence. 

In Venezuela, on 31 March 2021, Milagros Mata-Gil and Juan Manuel Muñoz were 
arrested, imprisoned, and unfairly accused in the state El Tigre, for allegedly committing the 
crime of "promotion and incitement to hatred", for writing and sharing an article on WhatsApp. 
Milagros Mata-Gil (1951) is a novelist, journalist and essayist, and a member of the Venezuelan 
Academy of Language; Juan Manuel Muñoz (1947), is a poet, chronicler, activist, and cultural 
promoter. Both authors were released on April 1, 2021, under precautionary measures to appear 
in court every 30 days, and with the prohibition of speaking about their case, as well as having 
their phones and other work tools seized; thus, violating their fundamental rights. Thanks to 
PEN's support, Milagros was able to resume her work, with the return of her equipment which 
had been seized by the authorities. 

 

10. MENA REGIONAL OVERVIEW 

Middle East and North Africa Regional Coordinator, Mina Thabet joined PEN International in 
December 2020 Mina.Thabet@pen-international.org 

The situation of freedom of expression in the MENA region continues deteriorating.  

2020  
Number of ICORN applications received 35  

Number of ICORN cases assessed 24 

Number of emergency grants 9 (6 of which are ICORN cases)  

Number of asylum support letters 6 (5 of which are ICORN cases) 

 

Safety of writers and journalists: Summary executions and killings of writers and journalists 

are concerns. In Iran, PEN condemned the summary execution of exiled Iranian journalist and 

activist Ruhollah Zam. Also, in Lebanon, PEN International called on the Lebanese authorities to 

https://pen-international.org/news/cuba-urgent-call-to-preserve-lives-of-strikes-concentrated-in-movimiento-san-isidro
https://pen-international.org/news/cuba-repression-of-artists-journalists-and-writers-show-the-power-of-art-in-society
https://pen-international.org/app/uploads/PEN-Case-List-2020-v5-1UP-MedRes.pdf
https://pen-international.org/news/cuba-urgent-call-to-preserve-lives-of-strikes-concentrated-in-movimiento-san-isidro
https://www.movimientosanisidro.com/historia-del-movimiento/
https://pen-international.org/news/nelson-aguilera-free-at-last
https://youtu.be/GpI71XIcJJs
https://pen-international.org/news/nelson-aguilera-free-at-last
https://efectococuyo.com/politica/denuncian-detencion-arbitraria-de-periodista-milagros-mata-gil-y-escritor-juan-manuel-munoz/
mailto:Mina.Thabet@pen-international.org
https://pen-international.org/news/iran-execution-of-ruhollah-zam-iranians-should-not-trade-their-lives-for-their-freedom-of-expression
https://pen-international.org/news/iran-execution-of-ruhollah-zam-iranians-should-not-trade-their-lives-for-their-freedom-of-expression
https://pen-international.org/news/lebanon-pen-international-mourns-the-loss-of-prominent-writer-and-publisher-lokman-slim
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swiftly bring killers of prominent writer and publisher Lokman Slim to justice and end the cycle 

of impunity over targeted killings of activists and public figures. 

The Covid-19 crisis had a chilling impact on freedom of expression, access to information 

and press freedom: Governments across the region used the Covid-19 health crisis to further 

squash freedom of expression and people’s right to free speech. In Lebanon, the restrictions 

imposed to curb the spread of Coronavirus have brought the nationwide protests that erupted in 

October 2019 against the political establishment to an end. Authorities in Bahrain, Kuwait, UAE, 

Saudi, Egypt, and Morocco imposed tight restrictions on exchanging information around the 

pandemic, which does not conform with the official narrative. For instance, Egypt's Supreme 

Council for Media Regulation block two news websites for six months and referred six other social 

media pages to prosecution over publishing fake news about the coronavirus outbreak.  Egyptian 

authorities also cracked down on frontline healthcare workers, including doctors who expressed 

their concerns about their safety and the lack of protective equipment. 

Increased online Censorship: Many governments across the region, including Bahrain, Kuwait, 

UAE, Oman, Saudi and Iran, have stepped up their online censorship. Authorities claimed to have 

been combatting misinformation to restrict people’s freedom to criticise the government 

handling of the crisis or challenge their narrative. In Iran, Tehran police announced the 

establishment of a special department to monitor misinformation and the spread of fear about 

the pandemic. In the UAE, Dubai police reported that they arrested an Asian man for “editing and 

posting a video that promotes fake news and spread fear among community members.” In Kuwait, 

legal action would be taken not only against people who publish ‘rumours’ about the pandemic 

but also to commentary that weakens “the prestige of the state or prejudicing public order and 

morals”. 

The use of “fake news” charges: authorities across the region, mainly in Egypt, Morocco, 

Bahrain, Kuwait, UAE, and Saudi, have exponentially used “dissemination of fake news” or 

“spreading rumours” charges to silence critics, including journalists. In Egypt and Morocco, scores 

of people were detained for varying periods and charged with disseminating fake news. Egyptian 

authorities forced a Guardian journalist to leave the country over her reporting on a study that 

said Egypt was likely to have many more coronavirus cases than have been officially confirmed.  

Press freedom: Attacks against press freedom and journalists are a significant concern, 

especially in Iran, Egypt, Israel/oPt, and Morocco. During the recent conflict in Israel and oPt, 

attacks on press freedom have reached unprecedented levels. PEN International condemned the 

attacks against media offices and cultural institutions, urging the International Criminal Court 

(ICC) prosecutor to include the recent attack against media offices and cultural institutions in 

Gaza in her investigation with respect to the situation in Palestine. In Morocco, Courts sentenced 

prominent journalists Omar Radi and Soulaimane Raissouni to six and five years in prison 

following unfair trials.  

Academic freedoms: in Egypt, authorities stepped up their crackdown on young researchers and 

scholars studying abroad. In April 2021, PEN joined calls for the immediate and unconditional 

release of scholar and researcher Ahmed Samir Santawy, arbitrarily detained since 1 February on 

bogus terrorism-related charges. In June, Emergency State Security Court sentenced him to four 

years in prison after convicting him of publishing “false news”. In July, authorities arrested female 

historian, scholar and writer Alia Mosallam upon arrival at Cairo International Airport. She was 

later released on bail pending investigations on charges of misuse of social media, disseminating 

fake news and joining a terrorist group.  

https://pen-international.org/news/lebanon-pen-international-mourns-the-loss-of-prominent-writer-and-publisher-lokman-slim
https://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/1/64/365351/Egypt/Politics-/Two-websites-blocked-in-Egypt-for-spreading-fake-n.aspx
https://www.elwatannews.com/news/details/4650593
https://www.elwatannews.com/news/details/4650593
https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2020-07-06/egypt-arrests-doctors-silences-critics-coronavirus-outbreak
https://www.isna.ir/news/98120604693/%D8%AA%D8%B4%DA%A9%DB%8C%D9%84-%D9%82%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B1%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%BE%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%81%D9%86%D8%AF%DB%8C-%DA%A9%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%DB%8C%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B3-%D8%AF%D8%B1%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%A7-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B2%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%B4%D8%AA-3-%D8%AA%D9%86-%DA%A9%D9%87-%D8%B1%D8%B9%D8%A8
https://twitter.com/DubaiPoliceHQ/status/1246119690713341955/photo/1
https://www.alanba.com.kw/ar/kuwait-news/957098/18-03-2020-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B3%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%B3%D9%8A-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%AE%D8%B0-%D8%A3%D9%82%D8%B5%D9%89-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D8%AC%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A1%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A8%D8%AD%D9%82-%D9%85%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%AC%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%88%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%B4%D8%B1%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%AE%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%83%D8%A7%D8%B0%D8%A8%D8%A9/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/mar/26/egypt-forces-guardian-journalist-leave-coronavirus-story-ruth-michaelson#:~:text=Egyptian%20authorities%20have%20forced%20a,than%20have%20been%20officially%20confirmed.
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/mar/15/egypt-rate-coronavirus-cases-higher-than-figures-suggest?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other
https://pen-international.org/news/opt-israel-pen-international-calls-for-investigation-into-possible-war-crimes-in-gaza
https://www.amnesty.org.uk/press-releases/morocco-journalist-omar-radi-sentenced-six-years-after-unfair-trial
https://menarights.org/en/case/soulaimane-raissouni
https://pen-international.org/news/egypt-74-ngos-urge-egyptian-authorities-to-release-researcher-ahmed-samir-santawy
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/06/egypt-masters-student-sentenced-to-four-years-in-prison-for-publishing-false-news/
https://twitter.com/MadaMasr/status/1414289312649302016?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1414354383337308164%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es3_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fenglish.alaraby.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fegyptian-academic-detained-upon-arrival-cairo-airport
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Use of counter-terrorism legislation:  The Egyptian government has been increasingly using 

counter-terrorism laws to crackdown on free speech, targeting activists, journalists and writers. 

In February 2021, Jamal el-Jammal, a prominent writer known for his criticism of the government, 

was arrested at Cairo airport upon arrival from Istanbul. He spent years in exile after he was 

prevented from writing for newspapers due to his critical views. He is facing charges of 

disseminating false news, misusing social media, and joining an unlawful group. 

GOOD NEWS 

In Egypt, PEN International welcomed the release of three journalists in April 2021. PEN also 
welcomed further releases of six journalists and activists in July 2021. 

 
11. Fundraising  

Head of Development – Paul Julien Paul.Julien@pen-international.org 
Events and Fundraising Officer – Portia Vanderplank – Portia.V-Jones@pen-
international.org 

 

In order to address the significant shortfall in funds (kindly see Treasurer’s report) in 2020, PEN 

appointed Paul Julien and Portia Vanderplank-Jones to support fundraising efforts. Steady 

progress has been made in building PEN International’s portfolio of supporters. However, the 

impact of lockdown on economic security has meant a reduction in contributions from members 

of PEN Writers and Publishers Circles. We lost some publishers due to mergers. Donations around 

our digital campaigns have been disappointing. We have not had a good response from new 

approaches, from a wider audience beyond PEN networks, where the priority for funding is now 

on health and causes closer to home. Where we have been successful, the donation amounts are 

much lower than we hoped.  

Sida, Fritt Ord, ICORN, and the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and funders who wish to 

be anonymous continue to provide critical support for our programmatic and protection work. 

Special thanks to PEN Germany, PEN Norway, PEN Finland, English PEN and PEN America for 

supporting fundraising efforts and bespoke projects. Institutional support has also been sought 

from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Finland, the Swedish Postcode Foundation, the European 

Endowment for Democracy and UNESCO. 

PEN International teamed up with Moomin Characters Ltd to launch a values-based initiative that 
will make a positive difference in promoting literature and protecting freedom of expression 
worldwide. A special PEN International & Moomin collaboration launched on 19 July with the 
release of a limited-edition product range (Click here to go to the shop). Sustainably sourced 
sweatshirts, t-shirts, tote bags, and notebooks are available for purchase, with 100% of the 
proceeds funding PEN's crucial work. shop.moomin.com 

 
12. Staffing 

 
Due to financial constraints, the Board mandated cost cutting measures – as part of these, all staff 
working 4 and 5 days a week had their working hours and salary reduced by one day from 1st July 
2021.  Directors have been working with their teams to ensure manageable workload and to 
prioritise the delivery of strategic objectives.  
 

https://cpj.org/2021/03/egyptian-columnist-gamal-al-gamal-arrested-charged-with-terrorism-false-news/
https://pen-international.org/news/egypt-pen-international-welcomes-the-release-of-three-journalists-and-urges-egypt-to-free-detained-writers
https://pen-international.org/news/egypt-release-of-egyptian-journalists-and-activists-welcome-but-many-more-remain-arbitrarily-detained
mailto:Paul.Julien@pen-international.org
mailto:Portia.V-Jones@pen-international.org
mailto:Portia.V-Jones@pen-international.org
https://shop.moomin.com/collections/pen-x-moomin
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Shadi Safavi joined PEN in June 2021 on a six-month contract to support the protection team in 
dealing with a large number of ICORN applications from Iran. (Sida funded). 
  
Jason Garcia (Digital Manager) left the organization in June; Hossam Fazulla was appointed in 
his place, Hossam had been working as a digital consultant on the Middle East and North Africa 
Programme (Sida funded) to raise PEN’s profile in the region.  We are currently recruiting a 6 
months consultant to take forward this work.   
 
Slyvia Nartey Tokoli, joined the finance team as a volunteer in July 2021 for a 3 month 
placement. 
 
Maura Sanchez (Executive Assistant) leaves PEN on 2 August after 4 years’ service with the 
organization. Due to the financial situation, the post will remain vacant, at least until early next 
year.  Executive Assistant tasks will be absorbed into other roles for the immediate future. 
 
Kindly see the organigram for a full list of staff 
 
 

******  

11. Committees’ Reports 
 

Zoe Rodriguez (WWC Chair): 

We were again grounded and therefore connected via Zoom for our WWC meetings. Again, the 

WWC was the first of PEN’s committees to hold its meeting, at which we: heard from centres from 

around the world what is happening, especially to women writers; launched the first findings 

from the PEN VIDA Count that we will continue to work on with centres over the coming years; 

celebrated the role played by the WWC in the 100 year history of PEN International, hear from 

women writers in exile about the impact this has on their lives and writing, and from women 

writers who live under authoritarian rule about what measures are taken to silence them and the 

measures they take to break through these barriers. We finished where the WWC always does – 

over poetry. 

We continue to advocate for women writers who are imprisoned or at risk and to agitate for their 

release and for their guaranteed safety. 

We will connect again soon – either online or, whenever COVID-19 permits, in person. 

Urtzi Urrutikoetxea (TLRC Chair): 

The 2021 spring meeting had to be held once again online due to the Covid–19 crisis. The 

Committee met online on June 25–26 and again a few days before the Congress. A work team was 

elected for the Committee, and other groups were also formed to discuss and work on questions 

such as the Macedonian proposal or the decision of the French Constitutional Council regarding 

the minority languages.   

In this difficult year, TLRC established an important milestone to bring together poets and their 

non-hegemonic languages on the International Mother Language Day, so that these literatures, 

their authors and translators become more visible to the global audience. The Committee also 
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contributed decisively to the first steps of the recently created PEN Chiapas Multicultural Centre, 

and supported the creation of a second indigenous Centre, PEN Quechua. 

The linguistic rights of indigenous people have been brought to the middle of the activity of the 

Committee; and the Report of Linguistic Rights, with the contribution of writers and language 

activists from different ethnic groups in Latin America, is a good example of this work. The final 

version will be released by the International Mother Language Day 2022, together with new 

poems and poets and languages from every continent. 

Additionally, the Chair of TLRC has continued the work of his predecessor together with 

international translators’ organizations to demand greater protection for translators and 

interpreters in conflict zones. The Committee has also expressed its concern for the treatment 

that some governments like China or Turkey have for the linguistic rights of their Mongolian, 

Uyghur or Kurdish-speaking citizens, especially, but not only, in their right to be educated in their 

mother language. 

Emmanuel Pierrat (WfPC Chair): 

At the annual meeting of the Writers for Peace Committee held in Bled from June 8-11, 2021, 50 
participants from 32 PEN centers were in attendance, nearly thirty of them physically and the 
rest using Zoom. It was therefore a particularly successful "hybrid" meeting. 

We worked on five issues, which were selected by the Writers for Peace Committee during its 
monthly Zoom meetings of its Bureau. 

1. Belarus 

2. Hate speech 

3. New technologies and surveillance in Asia 

4. Social movements 

5. Protection of cultural sites 

6. Use of the claims of the principle of sovereignty in democratic countries 

7. Situation of Macedonian culture in Bulgaria 

On Thursday 10 June, we organized a round table on the theme "The Writer, between protest and 
dialogue" with the participation of many delegates physically present in Bled. 

A working group has also been launched on the situation in the Balkans on the initiative of the 
Slovenian, Croatian and Macedonian Pen. The Bulgarian and Greek Pen will be invited as well as 
the Pen Albania, Kosovo, and those of the other countries of the former Yugoslavia. 

We should also mention the intervention of the spokesperson of the Slovenian Parliament who 
wished to welcome our work. 

Provisional Plans: 

• Spring (April or May) 2022: Annual General Assembly of the Writers for Peace Committee 
in Bled (Slovenia) and by zoom 

• End of 2022: “intermediate” meeting of the of Writers for Peace Committee (intersession) 
in Bamako (Mali) and on Zoom. 

Salil Tripathi (WiPC Chair): 
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The joint 2021 WiPC & ICORN Online meeting, held on Zoom from 20th to 22nd of May, was 

attended by 209 participants from 66 PEN centers. We honored 6 writers from Cuba, Turkey, 

Myanmar, Eritrea, Nicaragua, and Philippines as our Empty Chair cases. The 2020 Case list has 

been launched.  

“Digital Dystopia” online discussions reached 1.6k people and covered four topics: PEN at 100, 

Global regional overview, Myanmar – focus of the World, and Digital Dystopia. The event brought 

together 22 speakers from all regions. A new initiative comprising of a working group on 

Palestinian issues has been formed.  

At the WiPC Chair election 52 centres voted, and Ma Thida was elected as the Committee Chair.  

During the committee meeting a lot of issues were discussed and centre updates were full of 

information and ideas. We also talked about future strategies. Beyond one hundred years, our 

organization should remain faithful to its charter and commitment but not necessarily in its old 

practice and strategy. We encourage every centre to bring more new representatives along with 

experienced ones to the committee meeting in order to raise awareness and increase knowledge 

of our work amongst the next generation. This will also help our organization transform its look 

into one which is representative of our new century. 

At the Centenary Congress meeting we: formed a Chairing committee; paired the Committee's 

chairing members with their respective Regional Coordinator at the Secretariat; planned a 

meetings timeline with both the Chairing committee and members of WiPC; and discussed future 

strategies:  

1. keeping our Case List;  

2. looking at the timeline of UPR (Universal Periodic Review);  

3. preparing resolutions based on issues (not by country);  

4. planning joint action with other Committees for particular campaigns;  

5. reaching out to writers, who were released or safe after being at risk; 

6. decided when and how to organize our next meeting. 

12. Elections 
Please find full candidates information in the delegate materials. 

13. Resolutions 
Please, find the resolutions here:  

• https://pen-international.org/who-we-are/annual-congress/87th-pen-international-

congress-100-years-of-celebrating-literature-and-protecting-freedom-of-

expression/resolution-on-belarus 

• https://pen-international.org/who-we-are/annual-congress/87th-pen-international-

congress-100-years-of-celebrating-literature-and-protecting-freedom-of-

expression/pen-international-resolution-on-israel-opt 

• https://pen-international.org/who-we-are/annual-congress/87th-pen-international-

congress-100-years-of-celebrating-literature-and-protecting-freedom-of-

expression/pen-international-resolution-on-myanmar 

https://pen-international.org/who-we-are/annual-congress/87th-pen-international-congress-100-years-of-celebrating-literature-and-protecting-freedom-of-expression/resolution-on-belarus
https://pen-international.org/who-we-are/annual-congress/87th-pen-international-congress-100-years-of-celebrating-literature-and-protecting-freedom-of-expression/resolution-on-belarus
https://pen-international.org/who-we-are/annual-congress/87th-pen-international-congress-100-years-of-celebrating-literature-and-protecting-freedom-of-expression/resolution-on-belarus
https://pen-international.org/who-we-are/annual-congress/87th-pen-international-congress-100-years-of-celebrating-literature-and-protecting-freedom-of-expression/pen-international-resolution-on-israel-opt
https://pen-international.org/who-we-are/annual-congress/87th-pen-international-congress-100-years-of-celebrating-literature-and-protecting-freedom-of-expression/pen-international-resolution-on-israel-opt
https://pen-international.org/who-we-are/annual-congress/87th-pen-international-congress-100-years-of-celebrating-literature-and-protecting-freedom-of-expression/pen-international-resolution-on-israel-opt
https://pen-international.org/who-we-are/annual-congress/87th-pen-international-congress-100-years-of-celebrating-literature-and-protecting-freedom-of-expression/pen-international-resolution-on-myanmar
https://pen-international.org/who-we-are/annual-congress/87th-pen-international-congress-100-years-of-celebrating-literature-and-protecting-freedom-of-expression/pen-international-resolution-on-myanmar
https://pen-international.org/who-we-are/annual-congress/87th-pen-international-congress-100-years-of-celebrating-literature-and-protecting-freedom-of-expression/pen-international-resolution-on-myanmar
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• https://pen-international.org/who-we-are/annual-congress/87th-pen-international-

congress-100-years-of-celebrating-literature-and-protecting-freedom-of-

expression/pen-international-resolution-on-nicaragua  

14. New Centres 
ASPIRING PEN MALTA 

https://youtu.be/wITr_QZ5wxY  

https://youtu.be/GJ994xnYTas  

ASPIRING PEN QUECHUA 

https://youtu.be/Oy1MYG_i0wA  

https://youtu.be/ExSGX8w1cvc  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://pen-international.org/who-we-are/annual-congress/87th-pen-international-congress-100-years-of-celebrating-literature-and-protecting-freedom-of-expression/pen-international-resolution-on-nicaragua
https://pen-international.org/who-we-are/annual-congress/87th-pen-international-congress-100-years-of-celebrating-literature-and-protecting-freedom-of-expression/pen-international-resolution-on-nicaragua
https://pen-international.org/who-we-are/annual-congress/87th-pen-international-congress-100-years-of-celebrating-literature-and-protecting-freedom-of-expression/pen-international-resolution-on-nicaragua
https://youtu.be/wITr_QZ5wxY
https://youtu.be/GJ994xnYTas
https://youtu.be/Oy1MYG_i0wA
https://youtu.be/ExSGX8w1cvc
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15. Election Results 
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16. Proposal for Congress 2022 
 

THE POWER OF WORDS  
Future challenges for freedom of expression 

Swedish PEN is delighted to announce that the 88th PEN International Congress will take place 
in Uppsala on September 26-30, 2022. Representatives from PEN International’s many Centres 
around the world are invited to work together and develop PEN International’s core issues 
through discussions, debate, and decisions, sharing practices, experiences, as well as celebrating 
literature and all forms of writing. 

The power of words – future challenges for freedom of expression 
Freedom of expression is under pressure across the world, facing a number of new and old 
threats. Authoritarian forces are gaining control, even in countries that have been regarded as 
democracies. Nationalists and extremists are challenging political systems. Writers and 
journalists are being harassed, persecuted, and killed. Governmental control and surveillance are 
increasing. Hate speech is poisoning public debate, causing growing fear and self-censorship. 
Those who write about new challenges to humankind, such as climate change and the 
environment – too often face harassments and threats, even to their life. This is an alarming 
development since we cannot act or practice our democratic rights without access to information. 
   
When Thomas Mann was invited to give a speech at the PEN International Congress in Sweden in 
September 1939, the congress was cancelled in the last minute due to the outbreak of war. Mann’s 
speech The Problem of Freedom was nevertheless published in Sweden, and there Mann argues: 
  

Evil has revealed itself before us in such immensity and intensity that our eyes again 
have to perceive the dignity and clear beauty of goodness (…) We must again make 
use of the words truth, freedom and justice; the excess of evilness has deprived us the 
right to be modest on this point. 

  
At the first Congress after the war, in Stockholm in 1946, momentum was given to the discussions 
around PEN’s founding principles in the PEN Charter, and PEN became the first worldwide 
association of writers to point out that freedom of expression and literature are inseparable. 
  
The 88th PEN International Congress aims to address what is yet to be done and determine 
constructive ways to approach the complex questions of tomorrow. How can we as an 
organization prepare ourselves for what comes next? The core of the agenda focuses on the acute 
state for freedom of expression in different parts of the world, and we are inviting you to discuss 
and challenge our understanding of the specific issues of hate speech, digital surveillance and 
PEN’s responsibilities in terms of access to environmental information. 
  
Main venues 

The main venues for the PEN International Congress are the Uppsala University building and 

Uppsala Castle. 

 

Swedish PEN 

Swedish PEN was founded in 1922 as one of the very first Centres of the PEN organization. Today 

Swedish PEN has more than 700 members and is managed by a board of 13 members. The 

President is Jesper Bengtsson. Since 2017, Swedish PEN has also had a staffed secretariat with 

Managing Director Hanna Nordell and the Chief Editor of the PEN/Opp Kholod Saghir. 
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Swedish PEN supports imprisoned or persecuted writers, and to shed light on their situations we 

contact decision-makers and engage in public campaigns. Through debates, lectures, and public 

events, we spread knowledge and increase engagement in support of freedom of speech. Via our 

international internet forum PEN/Opp, texts that have been censored in many countries still 

reach readers all over the world. Since 1985, we have also had the Tucholsky Prize, which is 

awarded to a merited author who, as a result of their literary work, is forced to live in exile or 

under threat in their own country. 

  

Sweden  

Sweden has a long tradition of openness and transparency. Sweden was, in 1766, the first country 

to introduce the constitutional law guaranteeing freedom of the press. The Freedom of the Press 

Act also states that those in authority must be held accountable and all information must be freely 

available. 

 

Sweden’s five national minorities have long historical ties to the country. In 2000, Sweden 

recognised Jews and Yiddish, the Roma and Romani Chib, the Sami and the Sami language, the 

Swedish Finns and Finnish, as well as the Tornedalers and Meänkieli (sometimes called Torne 

Valley Finnish) as official minorities and minority languages. 

 

Uppsala 

Uppsala is located 71 km north of the capital Stockholm. It has 230,000 inhabitants. Founded in 

1477, Uppsala University is the oldest center of higher education in Scandinavia. Among many 

achievements of note, the Celsius scale for temperature was invented here. Uppsala is easily 

reached by train in just 38 minutes from Stockholm and 18 minutes from Arlanda Airport. 

 

88th PEN International Congress in Uppsala 

The Congress is organized with support from Stiftelsen Natur & Kultur, Uppsala city, Uppsala 

University, Världsklass Uppsala, Swedish Institute, Swedish Arts Council, Swedish Academy, Kjell 

och Märta Beijers stiftelse, and private donors. 

 

REGISTRATION WILL BE OPENED CLOSER TO THE EVENT. 

 


